Annual Estimates,

to change the date of our financial year
and maKe it the same as in New Zealand,
where the financial year ended on the
3lst March. Then, if the financial year
ended on 3lst March, during the suec-
ceeding three months the Auditor General
and the Treasurer would be getting their
accounts in order, and the report could be
presented to Parliament when Parliament
met in June or July, in which case it
would be of real service. As it was now,
the report was so old that it was useless
to members, In fact, he doubted whether
members took the trouble to look at it.

Me. Garpirer said he had Dbeen look-
ing at it for information.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: A
previous administration had already re-
commended an alteration of the terms
upon which the report was made. He
would make it his duty to get the Auditor
General to report, with a view to sceing if
we could not have his report earlier; and
if it were necessary to ameend the Act or
any regulation—and he thought it was
the regulation more especially that needed
alteration—he would take care the amend-
ment was effected.

Vote put and passed.

On motion by the ATToRNEY GENERAL,
progress reported and leave given to sit
again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 1033 o'clock,
until the next day.

[15 Jawvary, 1902.]
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Weailslative Assembly,
Wednesday, 15th January, 1902.

Question : Tarif, how inforced—Question : Villiers v
Government, Appeal—Quection: Reserve at Wan.
neroo, Fencing — Quostion: Firewood Cutters,
License Fee—Question : Canning Timber Railwoy,
to Purchase—Question: Raflway Duty.as to neglest
—Question: Lmmigration of Italinns—Leave of
Absence — Motion : Goverument Business, Pre-
cedence—Motion ; Railway Rolling-stock, to In-
cremsse — QUuestion : Lease 87r, Kalgoorlie, how

nted—lopers: Haillwony Daty, as to neglect at
urswood — Poapers ;: Geld-Mining Lease Y2855—
Return : Plumbers, List of Licenses—Papers : Edu.
cation, Tencherat Boulder—Papera : Clerk of Courts,
(assistant) at Coolgurdie, Kemoval--Beturn: Rail-
way Eagine Sparks, Fires and Compensation—
Return : Boyal Visit, Expenditure—Poapers : Tonnaga
Dues, Hamelio Bay Hemission—Return : Fruit
Industry and Pests—Papers: Londonderry Dauw,
Leasing—Companiez Duty Act Amepdmeant Bill,
first rending—Raturn: Education, Schocl Attend-
ance at Boulder—>Motion ;: Coal-Mining, to
Stimulote—Question :  Agriculiural Boank, to
Improve and Extend —Annual Estimntes (resnmed),
Treasury +votes to Miscellnoeous, progreas—
Adjournment.

Tag SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

QUESTION—TARIFF, HOW INFORCED.

Mz. F. McDONALD asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, Whether the Tariff
Act has been re-enacted? 2, If so,
whether the Collector has power to
administer the same? 3, Why the
Collector refuses to allow manufacturers
to manufacture essences in bond at the
old rate of 5s. per proof gallon.

Tee COLONIAT SECRETARY
(Hon. F. Illingworth) replied: This
question ean ounly be answered by the
officers of the Federal Parliament, but I
may be able to obtuin the answer.

QUESTION—VILLIERS v. GOVERNMENT,
APPEAL.

Mr. F. McDONALD asked the
Attorney Genmeral: Whether it is the
intention of the Government to appeal to
the Full Court against the decision of the
Loeal Court, Fremantle, in the case of
Villiers ». the Governmneut.

- Tag ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
(+. Leake) replied : Yes. The magisirate
who tried the case bas been requested to
state a case for opinion of the Full Court.

QUESTION—RESERVE AT WANNEROO,
FENCING.

Me. M. H. JACOBY asked the

- Prewier: Whether a reply can now be
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furnished to the question asked on the
28th  August last, referring to the
reported fencing by private individuals of
portion of Reserve 1490, at Wanneroo.
"Teg PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake)
replied : An inspection of the reserve
proved that about 25 acres of it was
enclosed in Pastoral Lease 66/1189, and
the lessee has been called upon to remove
the fence to the boundary of the lease.

QUESTION—FIREWOOD CUTTERS,
LICENSE FEE.

Mz, M. H. JACOBY asked the Premier
whether the Government propose to give
effect to the promise made to a deputa-
tion on 30th Aupust last, by the late
Minister for Lands, Mr. Sommers, to
reduce the fees now payable by firewood
cutters.

Tae PREMIER replied: Provision is
made in the Land Act Amendment Bill
now before the House for reduction of
the fee from 5s. to 2s. 6d., but this can-
not take effect till the Bill becomes law.

QUESTION —CANNING TIMBER RAIL-
WAY, TO PURCHASE,

Me. M. H. JACOBY asked the Premier
whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment, to take steps toward the purchase
of the Gooseberry Hill railway.

Tae PREMIER replied: The present
Government have not finally considered
the matter, but .will consult Parliament
if necessary.

QUESTION—RAILWAY DUTY, AS TO
NEGLECT.

Mgr. G. TAYLOR asked the Commis-
sioner for Railways: 1, Whether he has
received a report regarding an alleged
breach of railway rules by an official or
officials, on the 5th inst., in connection
with the passage of a truin carrying His
Excellency the Governor General and the
Governor of this State, whereby their
lives were jeopardised? 2, If so, what
action it is intended to take in regard to
this occurrence, and by whose authority
the rules, as laid down by the Executive
Council for the safety of the public, were
set agide. 3, Whether he has approved
of punishment being ivflicted on the
officers in charge at Burswood and Can-
nington for not being on duty for the
passageof the Governor (feneral’s special ;
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if 80, what is the nature of the pumish-
ment. 4, Whether it is a fact that the
officer at Burswood was on duty 17 hours
continuously, and that he applied forand
was granted leave by his superior officer,
before he left duty for rest and food. s,
Whether it is a fact that had the officer
at Burswood remained on duty till the
arrival of the speciul, he would have been
on duty for a period of 24 hours con-
tinuously without food or sleeping
accommodation.

The PREMIER (on behalf of the
Commissioner for Railways) replied: 1,
No. A report has been received that no
officer was in attendance at Cannington
and Burswood for the purpose of arrang-
ing for the passage of the Governor
(ieneral's speeial train from Armadale to
Euast Perth on Sunday, 5th January; and
the Acting Chief Traffic Manager, who
was in charge of the train, made special
arrangements for continuing the journey,
but at no time during the journey were
the lives of the passengers jeopardised.
2, No rules approved of by the Executive
Counci! were set aside. 3, No; the mat-
ter is under consideration. 4, The officer
at Burswood commenced duty at 6 p.m.
on the 4th inst., and sheuld have been
relieved at 6 a.m. on the 5th idem, but
owing to the absence of the officer in
charge, through illness, he did not leave
work until 10-30 a.m., and subsequently
reported the circumstances to an officer in
the District Superintendent’s office, and
arrangements were made for relief to be
sent out, 3, Yes; but this was not
necessary.

QUESTION ~IMMIGRATION OF
ITALIANS. .

M=z. R. HASTIE (for Mr. Daglish)
asked the Premier: 1, Whether his atten-
tion has heen drawn to the continued
influx of Ttalians to this State. 2, What
was the result of the inguiry made some
months ago at the instance of a depu-
tation respecting the importation of
Ttalians under centract. 3, What steps
the Government proposes to take to check
this immigration and protect British
traders and workers.

Tae PREMIER replied: 1, Not up to
the present. 2, Careful inquirv was
made, and the Government could get no
trace of Italians coming fo the State
under contract.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Me. M. H. Jacosy,
leave of absence for one fortmight was
granted to the member for Plantagenet
{Mr. Hassell), on the ground of illness.

MOTION—GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
FRECEDENCE.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. &. Leake)
moved :—

That after this day, Government business

take pracedence of all other business, during
the remainder of the session.
If it were the desire of members that the
session should be completed as soon as
possible, no doubt they would support
the motion. By a glance at the Notice
Paper, members would see there were
very important matters, particularly the
Estimates, to be got through. The Gov-
ernment did not desire to ask the House
for a fresh Supply Bill, but it would be
necessary to do so unless the House were
prepaved to pass the Estimates. Anxious
a8 be was to get the Estimates and the
Appropriation Bill passed, he did not
propose to take any uafair advantage of
members by reason of the faect that
supplies had been pranted. Tt had been
suggested, and indeed there was a notice
of motion on the paper, that some steps
should be taken to determine what
measures should be immediately pro-
ceeded with. 'Without unnecessarily tres-
passing upon or aaticipating a motion
which might ultimately be discussed, it
had been suggested to him that the
leaders on the other side should confer
with him, with the idea of going through
the list and determining what business
should be given due prominence. That
proposition entirely met his view, and he
would be ouly too glad if members on
the other side of the House would
arrange for a meeting to-morrow, in order
that we might discuss it. He frankly
admitted that he was very anxious to see
the Estimates passed, but at the same
time he did not desire to slaughter the
innocents, as was the custom at the end
of the session particularly, unless due
notice was given. He trusted that mem-
bers opposite would carry out the sug-
gestion made, and accept his assurance
that he would be oxnly too glad to cousider
with them the situation.

Mz. Horrins: Could not the hours of
sittings be amended ?
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Tag PREMIER : That was & matter
he would be glad to deal with, but
be first desired to test the feeling of the
House on the question of precedentve of
Government busipess. If it were left to
himself, he would certainly propose an
extra day of sitting; but he took it that
was one of the matters they might
well discuss when there was a meeting
between bim and the leaders oppesite.
He therefore confidently submitted the
motion standing in his name.

M=z T. F. QUINLAN (Toodyay) said
he rose on behalf of the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans), who was
absent to-day, and also as the mouthpiece
of the party, to move an amendment
which he ventured to sav the Premier
would be good enough to aceept ; this
being that the words after “day” be
struck out, and the following inserted in
liew, or perhaps an amendment might be
submitted in a better form which might
meet with the approval of members
present :—

With a view of expediting public business,

the House sit on Fridays from 430 onwards
in addition to the days already ordered.
The object of this party (Opposition) wus
to facilitate the business of the country,
and, as the Premier properly pointed out,
to pass those measures which were of
great importance, some of which neces-
sarily required to be passed this session.
In view of the delay which had taken
place, or the disturbance at any rate of
business generally, this party wished to
facilitate the business of the country, so
that the Government of the day should
be able io get into recess and exercise
that reform which they had proffered.

THE SPEAKER : What the hon. member
now proposed did not mppear to be an
amendment.

Me. QUINLAN : The amendment was
to add Friday as a sitting day.

Tre SeeaEkr: The question before
the House wag that Government business
should take precedence of all other busi-
ness.

Me. QUINLAN : The amendment was
hurriedly drawn a wmoment or two ago.
The object was for the House to sit on
g‘rida.ys at the same hour as on other

ays.

%m-: PREMIER : Might cne suggest
that the debate be adjourned, and tbat a
motion be framed which might be agreed
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upon in the morning. He was sure there
would be no difficulty.

Me. Quinpax: Oh, no.

Tee SPEskER: Would someone move
that the debate be adjourned ?

Hox. F. H. PIESSE (Williams):
The passing of the Premier’s motion, that
Government business take precedence of
all other, would no doubt interfere much
with private business ; butif the proposed
extra, sitting day were substituted, the
motion need not be passed. The extra
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fortnight, the number waiting has now
increased to 700. I should have thought
that owing to the large number of trucks
awaiting repair, some arrangement might

" have Leen made to keep the workshops

day would enable the House to deal with

private business on the days hitherio set
aside for that purpose, such business
being taken until the tea-hour, and mot
afterwards, save with the consent of the
House. He supported the Prewier's
- suggestion that a consultation be held on
the subject, after which the whole ques-
tion could probably be dealt with in the
House without farther discussion,

Mr. W. J. GEORGE moved that the
debate be adjourned.

Motion put and passed, and the debate
adjourned.

MOTION—RAILWAY ROLLING-STOCK,
TO INCREASE.

Mz. M. H. JACOBY (Swan) moved:
That in consequence of the shortage of
trucks and rolling.stock between Midland
Junction and Chidlow's Well, throwing alarge
number of people out of employment, this
House ia of opinion that the Governmentg
should take immediate steps to remedy a state
of things which is causing such serions injury
to the interests of the State.
He said: Anyone acquainted with the
particular railway stations referred to
m this motion will not require
telling that the matter is of con-
siderable urgency. The necessity that
has arisen for the Government to
send water trains long distances along
the Eastern line, and also from Chidlow’s

Well to Midland Junetion, has caused & -

great disturbance of the ordinary traffic
on the railways; and that has led to
throwing out of employment a large
number of people concerned im the fire-
wood industry. Another cause which
helps to create the difficulty in regard to
railway trucks is the fact that a large
number of these trucks is awailing repair
in the workshops at Fremantle.
informed that before the holidays there

I am

were 400 trucks there, and that, owing to .

the fact that the shops were closed for a

open during most of the Christmas
holidays, instead of closing them for a
whole fortnight, and that those holidays
might have been taken at some other
time. In addition to this large quantity
of 700 trucks waiting, there are, 1
belteve, from 65 to 70 engines. The
normal quantity of trucks which should
be in the repairing shops ought not, I
believe, to exceed about 100 or 150;
whireas we have now at least 700 trucks
laid up for repairs. I brought forward
this motion to impress on the Govern-
ment the urgency of taking inte con-
sideration the possibility of erccting
some temporary shops at Midland
Junction, to expedite the repairing of
tracks, If we had in use our normal
number of trucks and engines, the
present block in traffic would not oceur.
T should like briefly to refer to a return
laid upon the table a few months ago
by the Commissioner of Railways, show.
ing the number of trucks and the state
of the railway traffic on one line for one
month. It gives the number of trucks
applied for at various stations, as well as
the number supplied. At Greenmount,
75 trucks were applied for in one month,
and 47 supplied; at Smith’s Mill, 467
were applied for, and the department
were able to supply only 193; at
Mahogany Creek, 120 were asked for,
and 55 supplied; at Mundaring, 75

* trucks were asked for, and 57 supplied;

at Sawyers Valley, 11 trucks were re.
quired, and 7 supplied; at Lion Mill,
112 were asked for, and 27 supplied; at
Parkerville, 312 were asked for, and ounly
150 supplied ; whilst at Chidlow’s Well,
55 wers required, and only 20 supplied.
That state of things did not exist prior
to the present block in the railway
service; and when I inform hon. mem-
bers that, bad as the position used to be,
it is now twenty times worse, they can
easily understand the great loss which is
being sustained by the men emploved in
the industries which regquire trucks. The
stone, gravel, and firewood industries at
these particular stations employ Ilarge
numbers of men who absolutely rely for
their living upon the trucks supplied;
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and when we find that they are at present
able to get only about one-tenth, or even
less, of the trucks for which they apply,
we can understand the hardships these
men are now undergoing. I hope some
temporary arrangement will be made
to overcome the difficulty. I ask the
Government to agree to this motion, to
take the matter info serious consideration,
and then, if possible, to go to some
extra expense—not to allow a little ex-
pense to block their efforts; and if my
suggestion can be carried out, to erect a
temporary structure at Midland Function,
the block should be overcome; and this
I trust the Government will see their
way to do. I beg to move the motion on
the Notice Paper.

Me. QUINLAN (Toodyay): I second
the motion.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake):
The Government do not see any objection
to this motion; but at the same time I
think that after some explanation the
House will admit we have attempted to
do everything that is possible in the cir-
cumstances. It is not only in this part
of the country that there is a shortage of
trucks: for that shortage exists all over
the railway system. Representations
come to us from all directions, and the
Minister for Railways is doing his very
best to overcome the difficulty. Perhaps
it would shorten matters if I read to the
House a memorandum written only yes-
terday by the Acting Chief Traffic
Manager, Mr. Douglas, on this very
sobject. He says:—

I enclose herewith a statement showing
trucks ordered and supplied for firewood from
1st December, 1901, to 13th January, 1902.
The very best is being done to meet the ordera
ot the stations named, and at the present time
s rough estimate shows that there is about 48
tons of firewood stacked on Lion Mill, 480 tons
at Chidlow’s Well, 300 tons at Log Landing,
12 tons at Sawyers Valley, 300 tops at Mun-
daring Weir, and 100 tons at Parkerville, We
are experiencing great difficulty in supplying
those places, owing to the fact that very few
empiies are coming through from Northam,
owing to the heavy loading from the goldfields
and the large number of trucks which
are required at stations between Sowthern
Cross and Northam, including Goomalling
line, and on Great Southern line for pro-
duce. The orders for these two lines
alone amounted to about 200 trucks daily—
yesterday’s order being 213. The water
supply trouble also considerably increases the
ditficalty which we are labouring under, as,
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with so many tanks to haul in addition to
loaded trucks, it is scarcely possible to get
empties through st all. Empty truocks are
frequently available at Midland Junetion,
which would be suitable for firewood traffic,
but we have not the engine power to shift
them in addition to the loaded trucks which
must be worked forward. This morning
Inspector Shillingworth visited Mundaring,
Log Landing, and Sawyers Valley, and con-
versed with a number of the senders at those
stations. They one and all expressed them-
selves as satisfied that the department is doing
its best in the face of the great difficulties
under which we are working, there being about
20 engines and 200 trucks in use in water
traffic alone. The people at Sawyers Valley
and Log Landing informed Irspector Shilling-
worth that their sidings had never been so
clear as they were shortly before Christmas.
As a proof that some of these stations order in
excess of their requirements, I would draw
attention to the fact that although Sawyers
Valley ordered 107 trucks and only received
37 during the period under notice, and Lion
Mill ordered 647 and only got 314, yet both
these places are practically clear of firewood,
which fact speaks for itself.

N. DougLas.

In the circumstances, T trust the hon.
member will see there is no necessity to
press the motion, but will withdraw it
after the information I have given. I
may tell him that negotiations are in
progress between the Government and
the Midland Railway Company with the
idea of facilities being given for the
repair of trucks at their siding. If we
can carry out that proposal it will be done.
I cannot say more.

Mr. TEESDALE SMITH (Welling-
ton) : In supporting the motion, I do so
because the Premier has led the House
to think there is no necessity for more
trucks.

Tre PeeMIier : Oh, no,

Me. TEESDALE SMITH : The latter
part of the letter is misleading. The
Government officials when they visit the
various stations do not, in my opinion,
make the careful study of the material to
be lifted, and they often send in such a
statement as that which the Premier has
read to-day. It has been stated ic the
newspapers and elsewhere, that the truck
difficulty is being overcome. I flatly
deny that, as I have denied it before;
and, until the Government take this
matter up properly and order sufficient
trucks, it will be a recurring difficulty
every day until the Government see the
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pecessity to order a sufficient quantity of
trucks.

Tee PrREMIER:
forth.

Me, TEESDALESMITH : Theorders
that have gone forward will not amount
to more than 20 per cent. of the necessary
requirements at the present time. The
Government will not recognise the im-
portance of the question, and though I
do not wish to take up the time of the
House, I wish to combat a portion of the
remarks made by the Premier.

Mr. JACOBY (in reply): I should
have been pleased if the Premier had been
able to inform the House of the number
of trucks ordered and the shipments
expected at an early date, also how long
it will take before these shipments arrive
and the trucks be put into use. Regard-
ing the statement as to the quantity of
stuff the Railway Depariment report as
being at the sidings, I would like to
mention, in reply, that though the depart-
ment may have succeeded in temporarily
clearing a siding or two, there are 600 or
700 times the quantity of stuff lying in
the bush, and it is no good bringing it
to the sidings. There are hundreds of
tons of firewood in the bush which it is
no good bringing in, because there are no
trucks to take it away, It is time the
country demanded to have sufficient
trucks, so as not to block the commerce
aud business of the country in all
directions. I am thankful to the Premier
for agreeing to the motion, which I think
will meet with the sympathy of the House.

Question put and passed.

Orders have gone

PAPERS—LEASE 37, EALGOORLIE,
HOW GRANTED.

Mr. J. RESTDE (Hannans) moved—

That all papers in connection with the grant-
ing of a block of land situats on lease 37g,
Boulder road, Kalgoorlie, to Messrs. Clemenger
and Co., be laid on the table of the House.
Although he did not anticipate any
objection to the motion, he wounld like to
take an opportunity of entering his pro-
test against the manner in which this
transaction had been carried out. Yester-
day he received a petition, signed by a
good number of people resident about the
locality of the Boulder road—between
the Boulder road and the Boulder railway
line. These people gave him to under-
stand that negotiations had been entered
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into whereby Messrs. Clemenger and Co.
were endeavouring to obtain a large
block of land for the establishment of a
foundry, and when he (Mr. Reside) went
to the Lands Office he found that the
whole transaction had been completed.
It was not right and just to those old
residents who hag lived for a considerable
time in this locality that the ground
should be taken from them without
knowing of the fact at all. The people
living in this locality had permission to
build their homes there from the mining
lessee. After the lease was abandoned,
or forfeited, these people lived there in
apparent security, and with the idea that
the Government would throw open the
land for business occupation 2nd residence
areas. The people should have known
what was being done in this matter, and
they should have had a prior right to
compete for this land. Instead of that
these foundry people managed to get the
land through in what he (Mr. Reside)
congidered a secret and hurried manuer.
In justice to the Minister for Lands he
must say that the whole transsction was
completed before the present Minister
came into office. Some time ago the
Government Geologist made a survey of
the auriferous area, and included this
land within it: the land was only to be
used for mining purposes. He (Mr.
Reside) endeavoured to get the land
thrown open for residential purposes, but
was met with a refusal on the ground
that the Government Gteologist had re-
ported that it was auriferous land, and
shorld not be used for any but mining
purposes. This transaction had not been
carried out in the manmver in which it
should have been. When a departure was
made from the usual accepted policy of the
country, the member for the district
should be consulted ; atany rute he should
have lmown something about it. He
believed this matter had been referred to
the Kalgoorlie Roads Board, but it was
not referred to the people oun the lease.
The roads board approved of the matter
and recommended that the application be
granted. If the Government of the
country wished miners teo bring their
wives and families to settle on the gold-
fields, the Government should give the
miners more consideration. It was not
fair and just that people after living on
land should be sent off with no place on
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which to erect their camps. He took
this opportunity of protesting against this
transaction, and he believed there would
be no opposition to the motion.

Me. W. J. GEORGE (Murray): This
transaction had been carried out in a
similar way to that in which transactions
which bad gone through during the past
four or five years, It was not that be
(Mr, George) came into competition with
the firm that he spoke about this matter;
but he did not think the State should
subsidise any person in any particular
industry. If a subsidy be granted to a
person in a trade, then every person in
that particular trade should be similarly
treated. There were three foundries on
the fields, the proprietors of all of which
had the land on which the foundries were
established granted to them on very easy
terms. The land wasg given to Clemenger
& Co.—at any rate the rent which they
paid was a mere-bagatelle, about £10 a
year. The people in Perth whe owned
foundries had received np assistance from
the Government: they never asked for
any. If the State gave a subsidy to one
particular firm, it should be given to all
firms in that particular trade. He (Mr.
George) had written to the department
stating that if this kind of transaction
was carried on be should expect the
department to grant him a piece of land.
He had only done this to show the fallacy
of the matter, but he did not think the State
had power under the Commonwealth Act
to give a bonus. The fact remazined
that the estate of the people was given
away to individuals under the plea of
establishing a new industry when it was
no new industry. Messrs. Clemenger &
Co. had come to this country to make
steel; his (Mr. George's) firm had made
steel for many months in this country;
aud why should people, for the purpose of
cutting into a trade, be subsidised by the
Government. The principle was wrong
in the first instance, and the Government
had no right to assist an industry under
the Commonwealth Act. The establish.
ment of this business did not mean
increased employment orincreased popula-
tion: it meant the trapsfer of population
from one centre to another. TIf the Gov-
ernment were going to encourage the
transfer of artisans from one place to
a.ngtgler, where was such a thing going to
end
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Mz. GrEsory: The Government were
not doing that.

Mz. GEORGE said he did not blame
the Government: he did not know whom
to blame at present. At any rate the
principle was vicious and wrong.

Tee PREMIER: Not being in a
position to give the House any informa-
tion on the subject, which was an
important ome, he undertook that the
papers should be laid on the table at the
earliest possible moment.

Me. W. D, JOHNSON (Kalgoorlie) ;
‘The late Minister for Lands (Mr. Nanson)
should give the House some explanation
of this matter. A considerable time ago
a firm of engineers came to the goldfields
and desired to make a practical study of
rock drills, their manufacture and repair.
The representatives of the firm went
about trying to obtain a piece of land on .
which to establish their foundry. They
discovered some residential areas away
back from Kalgoorlie, outside the munici-
pality and outside the Boulder munici-
pality. These people set about to discover
who were the owners of the areas, and
then bought the land at a fair price.
Then they desired to hand over the
blocks to the Government, to get a lease
on which to establish a foundry. They
came t¢ him (Mr. Johnson) as member
for the district, and he concluded thut
the firm were acting fairly and justly
with the Government and the people on
the fields. He (Mr. Johnsen) waited
on the then Minister for Lands (Mr.
Sommers), and pointed out that he
thought the arrangement a fair and
honest one, and asked the Minister to
give the matter his favourable consideva-
tion. It took some months to deal with
the subject, and one could not say
now whether the land was granted ; bnt,
in the face of that straight and bonest
transzaction, we had this other trans-
action, which had been brought forward
and completed by a Minister during the
few days in which be held office. It was
only right that the Minister who granted
the land should explain to the House
why he did so. It was only right that
the member for the district should be
approached in a matter of this kind,
instead of obtaining the opinion of a
board, which would not be worth much.
This showed that the action taken by
the members on the Labour bench in
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connection with the late Ministry was a '
just one. The Labour members said the |
late Ministry was corrupt; and this one |
action would prove to the people of
Westero Australia that the Labour mem-
bers were correct, unless the Minister
who granted the land could justify his |
action.

Me. TroymAs Tose to a point of order. [
Was it right for a member of the
House to call any Ministry a ‘ corrupt
Ministry” ?

Tee Srearer: No; such an expres-
sion was out of order. He had not
understood the hon. member to say that,
and he did not believe the bon. member
intended to apply the word *“ corrupt” to
tke late Minister for Lands.

Me. JOHNSON: In conmection with
this matter he felt very strongly; but if
.he had said anything wrong, be would
withdraw.

Me. J. M. HOPKINS (Boulder): It
was a matter for regret if residents on
the site granted to Messis. Clemenger
and Company were being removed to
make room for that firm. Such a state
of things, if it existed, indicated faulty ,
administration somewhere. On the other
hand, it was hardly fair to say that
the transaction savoured of corruption;
Lecause it was not carried out secretly,
but was referred to the local governing
body, namely the Kalgoorlie Roads
Board. Of course the matter should also
have been referred to the local land
agent. The practice of the Lands De-
partment in the past had been to evict
people, and that practice should be |
stopped. We were at pains to offer
inducements to people to settle in this
country, and the eviction of those who
had settled here was hardly in consonance
with such a policy.

Mr. J. L. NANSON (Murchicon) :
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Probably it would save time if, instead
of now giving his own explanation of the |
transaction, he waited until the papers '
relating to the grant were laid on the -
table of the House. No useful purpose !
was to be served by indulging in strong |
language or lengthy speeches at the .
present .stage. He was perfectly ready |
to take every responsibility of his action
in the matter; but he would prefer to
defer any farther observations until the
House was in possession of the facts.

He would be prepared to go farther, if |
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the mover thought fit to proceed after
the papers had been laid on the table.
Question put and passed.

PAPERS—RAILWAY DUTY, AS TO
NEGLECT AT BURSWOOD.

Me. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
moved:

Fhut all papers in connection with the

punishments of the officials of the Burswood
railway station, if eny, be laid upon the table
of the House.
The subject of this motion needed look-
ing into. Anticipating no opposition, he
would content himself with formally
moving the motion.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—GOLD-MINING LEASE 3285E.

M=, W. D. JOHNSON (Kalgoorlie)
moved :

That all papers in connection with Gold-

mining Lease 32858 be laid upon the table of
the House.
This lease was teken up in the early part
of 1896. sinee when little or no work bad
been done on it. It might safely be said
that the lease had been under continual
exemption. A shaft 100 feet deep, which
would take bul a very short time to sink,
represented the whole of the work done
on the ground. The lease was now
forfeited, and a party of miners had
applied for the underground workings
only, The Warden had refused the
application on the ground that the lease
had been reserved. It seemed strange
that the men should be refused the right
to search for gold; and he moved for
the papers in order to ascertain the
reason of the refusal.

Question put and passed.

RETURN—PLUMBERS, LIST OF
LICENSES.

Mz. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco) moved :

That there be laid upon the table of the
House a list of all licensed plumbers.
On applying for this information to the
Metropolitan Waterworks Board, he had
heen met with arefusal. A similar appli-
cation previously made by the secretary
of the Plumbers’ Union was likewise
met with a refusal. He bad interviewed
the secretary of the board and pointed
out there was no reason why secrecy
ghould be observed in regard to the list
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of licensed plumbers. There was, io fact,
no reason why the list should not be
published anoually in the Government
Gazette. Tt seemed absurd that he, as a
public man, should have to take up the
time of the House in order to get & piece
of public information.
(Suestion put and passed.

PAPERS—EDUCATION, TEACHER AT
BOULDER.

Me. J. M. HOPKINS (Boulder)

moved :

That all documents bearing on the appoint-
ment of Wm. Hill, of Boulder City, to the
position of Assistant of the Boulder Mines
School, be laid upon the table of this House,
accompanied by--1, All reports of inspectors
and other superior officers bearing on Mr.
Hill's conduct during the term of his engage-
ment; 2, Minutes, if any, made by the hon.
the Minister for Education, and more particu-
larly those referring to increments referred to
in a departmental communication dated
October 9th, 1901, No. 602/1900; 3, All papers
bearing on retirement of Mr. Hill.

In replying to some questions asked by
him yesterday, the Premier stated that
Mr. Hill's appointment dated from the
1st April, 1900, which was a Sunday,
wud that tberefore his pay staried from
the 2nd April, cne day after his official
appointment, This was one of the
grievances Mr. Hill felt himself to be
under when he requested that the papers
might be produced. It seemed mean
and shabby on the part of the Govern-
ment to appoint a person as from the
first of the month, and pay him as from
the second.
Question put and .passed.

PAPERS—CLERK OF COURTS {ASSIST.
ANT)} AT COOLGARDIE, REMOVAL.

Mz. F. REID {(Mt. Burges) moved :

That all correspondence, papers, and other
documents referring to the removal of J, E.
Pombart, late Assistant Clerk of Courts at
Coolgardie, from Ocfober, 1898, to the 17th
ult., be laid upon the table of the House.

It was necessary that inquiries should be
made into the circumstances attending
the removal of this officer from Coolgar-
die to Perth. It was within his personal
knowledge that Mr. Pombart had been
instrumental in saving the Government
a large amount of woney.
Question put and passed.
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RETURN—HRAILWAY ENGINE SPARKS,
FIRES AND COMPENSATION.

Me. C. HARPER (Beverley) moved :

That a return be laid upen the table,

showing—1, The particularsof all claims made
gince November last upon the Commissioner
of Railways for damages alleged to have heen
cansed by the escape of fire from locomotives ;
2. The amount of compensation, if any, offerad
by the Commissicner in each e¢ase; 3. The
description of fuel used in each case when a
claim kas been made.
The information asked for in the motion
would be of value to the country. It was
advisable that the public should kmow
what damage had been caused during the
past year by the escape of fire from
locomotives, and what the Railway De-
partment had paid as compensation for
such damage. He desired to move only
the first three paragraphs of his motion.
Ag for the fourth paragraph, asking for
the production of departmental reports
on the suliject, he could realise that the
reporta of officers who had made inquiries
into these fires might contain confidential
information which should not be given to
the House. He bad therefore moved
only the first three paragraphs of the
molion.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake): As
for the third clause in the motion, there
were certain cases pending in the Courts,
in view of which it would not be well to
divulge the contents of confidential com-
munications, since the result might be to
prejudice the trials of these cases.

Question put and passed.

RETURN-ROYAL VISIT, EXPENDITURE.
Mz. C. HARPER (Beverley) moved :

That a return be laid upon the table, giving
a detailed account of the total expenditure
incurred by the State in connection with the
visit of the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and
York.
While, of course, we were all glad to
welcome their Royal Highnesses, it was
well that the country should koow how
its money had been expended.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—TONNAGE DUES, HAMELIN
BAY EEMISSION.

Mr. M. H. JACOBY (Swan) moved :

That there be laid upon the table of the
House all papers dealing with the remiasion of
tonnage dues by the late Government to the
Karri Davies Company at Hamelin Bay.
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The Karridale company, when starting | number in which this scale has been erad:-

operations at Hamelin Bay, had found it
necessary to incur considerable expense
in making a safe harbour for their timber
vessels. He understood that in cases
where private individuals made a harbour
or carried out harbour works, the Gov-
ernment had still the power to collect
dues on all shipping using the harbour or
the works, even from the people who
constructed the works. There appeared
to be an impression on the minds of
some members of the House—amongst
them a member of the Ministry-—that the
late Forrest (Government, in remitting
tonnage dues in connection with the jetty
and harbour constructed at Hamelin Bay
by the Karridale Compauny, had been
guilty of something like corruption.

Tae PreMier: Oh, no.

Mg. JACOBY : This was practically
the view of certain members, he under-
gtood. It was well that the papers
should be laid on the fable, in order that
the matter might be cleared up.

Me. H. J. YELVERTON (Sussex):
Having on a previous occasion com-
mented on this matter, he desired now to
say that he had no objection to the papers
being laid on the table. Indeed he would
be glad to see them produced; because
be found he had been somewhat incorrect
in stating that the Karridale Company
bad spent from £20,000 to £25,000 on
their harbours. He had since learnt
that the Karridale Company had spent
no Jess a sum than £27,000 on their
harbour at Hamelin Bay, and in addition
between £16,000 and £20,000 on their
Flinders Bay harbour. In view of these
circumstances be could see nothing wrong
io the action of the late Forrest Govern-
ment in remitting the dues they had
received in respect of vessels entering
these barbours, and thus in some small
meagure recouping the company the heavy
expenditure incurred.

RETURN—FRUIT INDUSTRY AND
PESTS.
Mz W.J. GEORGE (Murray) moved:
That a return be laid upon the table, show-
ing-—1, The number of orchards known to

exist in this State. 2, The number gazetfed
in accordance with the provisions of the Insect

Pests Amendment Act. 3, The number in.

spected and reported on by inapectors appoin-
ted under that Act. 4, The number io which
the San José scale has been detected. 5, The

cated, and in how many trees. 6, The length
of time considered by the Department of
Agriculture necessary to elapse after an orchard
is declared free of scale, before they proncunce
the geale eradicated.

The object of the motion was to get
intormation which would be useful to
those engaged in the fruit industry. The
main thing was in regard to the San
José scale; for some orchardists felt,
justly or unjustly, that they had been
treated rather severely, and his object in
moving for the return was to ascertain
the exact facts. No doubt the depart-
ment would be able to say if they had
done the proper thing, and, if they had,
this feeling would be removed.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—LONDONDERRY DAM,
LEASING.

Me. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas)

moved :
That all papers in connection with the

leasing of the Londonderry dam be laid on the
table of the House.

Some time ago papers were produced, bat
he now asked the House to pass the
motion, so that the papers might again
be placed on the table, as members hud
not had an opportunity of thoroughly
reading them, and some he knew would
like to look at them again.

Question put and passed.

COMPANIES DUTY ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Introduced by Mr. A. E. THoMmAS, and
read a first time.

RETURN — EDUCATION, SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE AT BOULDER.

Mr. J. M. HOPEINS (Boulder)
moved :

That & return be laid upon the table
ghowing-—1, The number of class rooms in the
Boulder School. 2, The number of class rooms
in the Boulder Infants’ School. 73, The num-
ber of children each room is suppesed to
accommodate under the department’s regula-
tione. 4, Theaverageattendance in each room
for the month of October, 1901. 35, The highest
pumber recorded in attendance o¢n any day
during the month of October, 1901, showing
each class separate. 6, The pumber of children
refused admission during the month of October,
1901, 7, The excess attendance, if any.

For the last two or three years since
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Boulder had been declared a municipality,
there bad hardly been a week or a month
without the school being overcrowded ;
and this was a state of affairs that should
not be allowed to exist in a large and
important centre. There was a popula-
tion within the municipality of something
like 7,000, and within a radius of a mile
angd a half there were some 17,000 people.
The present state of things meant that
children were forced to go elsewhere,
because there wus no room for thew in
the Boulder school.
Question put and passed.

MOTION—COAL-MINING, TO STIMU-
LATE.

Mz. J. EWING (5. W. Mining) moved:

That a select committee be appointed to
inquire into the best means of farther stimu-
lating the coal-mining industry of the State.
He said: My reason for asking the House
to pass the motion is that the Collie coal-
mining industry in my opinion bas had a
rather unfortunate career; and I think
that if a committee were appointed it
would clear up many difficulties 2nd tend
to the farther development of this great
industry to the advantage of the State.
I desire to make the inquiry ag ex-
tensive as possible with a view to
giving assistance to the Government
in lending aid to the industry. T think
a great deal can be done in the way
of establishing facilities at Fremantle
and Bunbury without great expense, and
1 bave no hesitation in saying that if
such be the case not only intercolonial
boats, but a great number of large
steamers will use bunker Collie coal. It
has been said from time to time fhat
Collie coal is not fit for bunkering ; but I
think that assertion will be proved to be
erroneous, and thatif facilities are given,
which T trust will be the case, one of the
outcomes of the appointment of the
committee will be that we shall have
facilities there, and that trade will
be enhanced. I further wish to clear
up 8 lot of what I consider mis-
statements, not purposely made but
made, I think, through want of knowledge
on the subject. It has been said it does
not pay to use Collie coal for locomotive
purposes, but I believe the assertion to be
untrue, and that the committee will prove
it to be untrue. My chief desire is to
impress on the Grovernment through the
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committee and the evidence they will take,
the necessity of using nothing but Collie
coal within the boundaries of the State.
I think that can be done, and I am
perfectly satisfied that every member of
the House, provided the statements I
make are verified, or even if the finances
suffer to a certain extent, which I do not
think will be the case, will be only too
pleased to see the development and
expangion of this industry. We have a
population of about 2,000 people at Collie
now. I regret to say that from circum-
stances which we cannot help now, but
which I hope will soon be overcome, the
miners are practically working half-time.
T believe that in the near future this will
be remedied. I did not speak on the
shortage of irucks a few moments ago
becanse I knew T should have the oppor-
tunity of doing so now, The shortage of
trucks is one of the chief things erippling
the industry. We know the Government
have ordered a number of trucke specially
for this trade. I think it a serious thing
that a large body of men should be living
on half wages. I feel sure, without
farther trespassing on the House, that
members will grant me this committee,
and I believe the outcome will be in the
very best interests of the State, that there
will be a greater encouragement to people
to come to this particular district, and
that if the industry be properly looked
after—I do bpot say subsidised, but
properly treated —we shall in four or five
years have a population of ten or twenty
thousand people at Collie. I have every
confidence in submitting the motion to
thé House.

Mr. F. CONNOR (East Kimberley) :
I have pleasure in seconding the motion ;
and I assert, in reference to what the hon,
member stated as to the development of
this trade, that he has not exaggerated.
The greatest drawback at present to the
Collie cozl industry ig certainly the want
of ratlway trucks. I have had some
connection with the sale of this coal in
Fremantle, and have no hesitation in
saying that, with proper facilities for
haulage, a very great industry can be
established in the State which will be of
benefit to the port of Fremantle, to all the

. other principal centres of population, and
; the country generally.

v. In a very short
time the goldfields will require an
enormous quantity of fuel to be carried
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over the rails, and T hope the Government,
now they have settled down to the work
of the State, will not forget this is one of
the things that need to be developed,
fostered, and taken care of. Nexi to the
gold-mining and pastoral industries, I
should say the cou)-mining is the most
important in the State.

How. F. H. Presse: What about agri-
culture ?

Mr. CONNQR: Isay thecoal industry,
because the agricultural industry takes
such a long time to develop. The agri-
cultural industry will not be neglected
by members of this House. I do not
know what are the feelings of members
sitting on the Government benches at
present with reference to the agricultural
industry, but I take it as being rather bad
taste for the member for the Williams
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) to haul me up in
reference to this particular industry,
hecause he knows as a matter of fact he
has always had my best support, and
always will. However, that is away from
the point. Whether or not this com-
mittee will do much good in connection
with the coal industry, I do not know,
but it is due to that industry that it
should have a chance of having a com-
mittee appointed to place the requirements
of the industry before the country, and
any help that can be given by the Govern-
ment to that induetry will be of benefit
to the country generally.

M=s. G. TAYLOR (Mi. Margaret): I
would like the House to be told, before
the motion is adopted, what form this
select commitiee will be likely to take.
I do not think the committee could do
anything by farther investigating at the
Collie mines. We want to arrive at the
value of the Collic coal as against the
Newcastle coal for producing steam, and
in my opinion that can only be done by
an actual test on locomotives by experts.
Certainly there have been a lot of argu-
ments against Collie coal, and of course
the member for the South-West Mining
District has very ably advocated the value
of thatcoal. Ihavespoken to a good few
people who have used it, and have heard
thatitis satisfactory when the gratings are
suitable ; but if you use Collie coal on the
ordinary grating on which the Newcastle
coul is used, with ordinary bars, it is a
failure. Given proper and necessary
ventilation, it is splendid coal for steam
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purposes. That is, apart from locomotives
where there is a likelihood of fire. If the
committee is simply going to the Collie
to have a look at the coal and pass
judgment, it will be of no mse. The
only way to decide is to have an actual
expert test of the coal on the engines and
get the true value; and if the industry
can be stimulated, I shall be only too
eager to assist to place it on a sound
basis. 1 will not oppose the motion.

Me. EWING (in reply): In answer
to the member for Mt. Margarel, (Mr.
Taylor), I desire to say I think the com-
mittee will do good work in the direction
he bas pointed out. That is really the
object for which I bave asked for a com-
mittee, to go into all these particular
points and lay them clearly before the
House. I believe that if we send for
papers and persons we shall get all the
evidence without any farther trial; and
the object of the motion is only to
facilitate the matter, to get everything
in a condensed form, so that members
may see what a valuable product we
have there,

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken and committee elected,
comprising Mr. Connor, Mr. Reid, Mr.
McDonald, Mre. Yelverton, alse Mr.
Ewing as mover ; with power to call for
persons and papers, and sit during any
adjournment; to report this day fort-

night.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK, TO
IMPROVE AND EXTEND.

Me. M. H. JACOBY (Swan) moved :

That a select committee be appointed to
inquire into the working of the Agricultural
Bank, and exumine proposals for the improve-
ment and extension tbereof.
He said : It is recognised by everybody
interested in the progress of the Agn-
cultural Bank that the time has arrived
for considerable improvement. We have
bad much discussion on this subject in
the various agricultural conferences held
for years past; and the conference mem-
bers have suggested improvements in
many directions, notably in regard to the
systemn of loans, and to the securities on
which advances should be made. The
administration of the bank also requires
improvement, a fact which members will

' readily admit when I mention that I am

told an application for a loan from this
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bank has to make 16 journeys among
various offices of the public departments
in order to be complete. But it is not so
much to improve the administration of
the bank as to enlarge its scope that L
bave asked for this select cominittee.
For instance, a borrower can at present
obtain an advunce upon work to be done
in the future only: he cannot ge: any-
thing on the security of work already
done. He can make application only for
work that is to be done, and when that
work is done he can get an advance.
Now it would be a considerable advantage
to the State if, as has been allowed in
the other States of Australia, farmers were
given advances on improvements already
effected, or advances to pay off mortgages
already held over their properties at very
high rates of interest by ordinary private
banks. During recent years, a large
extension of these agricultural banks has
been effected in Australia and in various
European countries also ; and if the select
committee were to examine carefully the
methods of working these banks, and into
their success or failure, I think they
could suggest to this State a satisfactory
extengion of the operations of cur own
bank. T do not intend to speak at any
length on this subject, as the select
committee, if appointed, will go fully into
detnils, and their report will explain these
more completeli\; than I could now attempt
to do; but I should like to quote from
the bank manager’s report, to show how
satisfactory and bow valuable the Agri-
cultural Bank has been, even when
working to its present limited extent, and
what assistance it has given to the rural
industries of this country. For the sum
of £94,567, which the bank has lent on
mortgage, upplicants bave effected the
following improvements on their proper-

ties, which the bank holds as security. :

There has been the clearing of 55,734
acres, at a cost of £141,231. There has
been 41,296 acres cultivated at a cost of
£38,813. At a cost of £6,733, 59,261
acres have been ringbarked ; and at a cost
of £8,973, 26,576 chains of fencing have
been erected. There are wells, daws,
reservoirs, ete., costing £3,937, drsinage
works completed costing £542, and farm
buildings costing £11,219. Therefore
the bank, by lending £94,567 on satis-
factory security, has assisted to carry out
work to the value of £206,448. I think
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this exceedingly satisfactory, particularly
when we note that during the years the
bank has been in operation the amount
lost totals, 1 believe, only a few pounds.
At present, advances are made practically
to farmers only. The bank altogether
loses sight of the enormous advantage
this country is likely to gain from the
extension of our orchards. I am fully
convinced that if there be any rural
industry in this State which will reach
giganticdimensions, it is thefruit industry.
Fruit-growers have many advantages in
‘Western Australia, and T should like to
see the bank so organised that adequate
encouragement should be given to orchard-
ists. Most of us know that the amount
of produce per acre obtained from orchard
land much exceeds that obtained by cul-
tivation for bay or grain; but the bank
makes advances upon holdings that are
likely to be satisfactory from only a
grain-growing or a chaff-growing point of
view ; gnd it 18 impossible for a man who
proposes to expend from £20 or £30 up
to £60 an acre in the preparalion of an
orchard, to get from the bank anything
like a satisfactory advance. The working
of the crédit foncier system in Victoria,
adopted from France, has bad a wonder-
ful effect. I would like to quote a short
paragraph wherein the manager of the
Agricultaral Bank mentioned that system.
He says:—

The advisableness of increasing the functions
of the bank, k0 that it may advance moneys
on improvements already effected, has recently
been heard much of. It must be at once
admitted that if it is right to help the new
man, it ie only proper that the same treat-
ment should be accorded to the old settler,
who in many cases became involved, at high
rates of interest, in effecting improvements
which the new settler has cheap State assist-
ance in carrying out. It is purely a matter of
inspection, and 8o long as the staff is sufficient
and capable enough, the State shonld run
little risk. The Crédit Foncier of France, of
which one hears so much, is a huge private
ingtitution whose interest on capital is
guaranteed by the State. It operations run
into millions sterling, and even advances are
made on houses erected withie towns. Judging
by the experience of the Agricultural Bank,
there should be emall risk in making State
funds available to freeholders, provided that
good cover was obtained, and careful and
reliable valuation was made.

I commend the motion to the House, and

trust it will be adopted. I feel sure the
committee will be able to make such
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recommendations as will be to the advant-
age of the Stale, if carried into effect.

How. G. THROSSELL (Northam): I
have pleasure in supporting the motion,
and I believe that nothing but good can
result to the country if a committee be
appointed. The manager of the Agri-
cultural Bunk made certain recommenda-
tions that the operations of the bank
should be extended, and I think it will
be fully recognised that the time has
arrived when the operations of the bank
should be extended in this direction. A
gelect committee will be able to satisfy
the House and the country as to the
soundness of the institution and the
wisdomn which has guided its operations.
I believe it can be easily demonstrated
thut the bank's operations can be ex-
tended with safety to the country and
with great gain to the borrowers. An
extension is required at the present time
so that assistance can be given for the
purchase of stock. I think the committee
appointed to inquire into the food supply
made reference to this institution in this
divection. Without desiring to dwell on
the matter farther, I may say that I
believe the best results will be obtained
from the appointment of the committee.

Mg.J. EWING (South-West Mining):
I desire to support the motion. Those in
the constituency that I represent around
Donnybrook bave, I will not say pestered,
but have written to me repeatedly to
expedite this matter. What they par-
ticularly wish is the extension of the
bank on the erédit foncier system, as in
vogue in Victoria. I bave read the Act,
and I have no doubt that a select com-
mittee will report in favour of an exten-
sion in that direction. I have no hesi-
tation in saying that it will be a great
boon to the persons interested.

Mr. C. HARPER (Beverley): I have
pleasure in supporting the motion. When
I recollect the difficulty we had originally
in getting the Bill through the House
which enabled the bank to be established,
it is refreshing that people have now
realised that some good may be done
in this direction. One thing I would
like to impress on members is that
something will very soon have to be
done to relieve the manager of the
Agricuitural Bank of some of his duties.
We very nearly killed him, and he will
not last much longer if be attempts to do
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all the work, if the bank is extended in
the direction indicated.

Mg. Jacosy: They take him away too
much from his duty,

Mg. HARPER: Something should be
done to relieve him of the drudgery of
the work of his department.

TreCOLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
F. Illingworth): The Government have
no intention whatever to oppose the
motion; indeed, they desire to give it
every consideration. I would like to
take the opportunity of saying that I
think the great success which has
undoubtedly followed the establishment
of this bank is very largely indeed owing
to the Government being enabled to
secure so capable a wmanager as Mr.
Paterson. I think, too, that the time
has come when that officer should receive
greater consideration. I regret that this
year it has not been possible to do so, but
I hope, in succeeding vears, we ghall be
able to recogmise his work in a sub-
stantial manner on the Estimates. Mem-
bers have made reference to the erddit
Joncier system. I should like to say in
the first place—and I do not mind con-
fessing it-—that I opposed the establigh-
ment of the Apricultural Bank; and I
did so because I feared that there would
be a wuste of money by bad management.
I did not know that we had in this
country a man so completely capable of
running an institution of this kind as Mr.
Paterson. When it is suggested now to
go into theerddit foncier system, hon. mem-
bers will have to give the question some
considerable thought. The principle
intended by the bank was to encourage
the settlementand cultivation of the land
already held. The bank bas already
been an undoubted success in this direc-
tion; there is no question about it that
most valuable results have come from
the establishment of the bank; but when
we proceed to what is known as the erédit
Joncier system, which has been estab-
lished in Germany, in Belgium, and in
France on a large scale, then we open a
very wide subject. Hon. members know
that these institutions, although sup-
ported and guaranteed by the Govern-
ments of the countries named, are
practically, to a large extent, private
mstitutions ; and the proposal to take up
ordinary land mortgage bank Lusiness
will require capabilities which even Mr.
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Paterson does not possess. Besides that,
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think the direction the bank should take

we are opening up a vast area for con- ' should be an extension of the operations

gideration. Omne great question which
comes home to me as Treasurer is how
the necessary mouney is to be provided.
I think, perhaps, we may “hasten slowly”
in this matter, and, while extending the
operations of the bank, not go so far as
the crédit fomecier system, or what is
invelved in thatexpression. The institu-
tions involved in that expression lend
money to all and sundry persons estab-
lished on the Jand. The idea of the
establishment of the Agricultural Bank
at first was not so much to help the
individual as that of obtaining good
settlers on the land. I am quite with
the member who moved this motion that
it is desired to extend the operations of
the bank for mere agricultural work,
and to assist vignerons and orchardists,
and even farther than that. I think
the committee could advise the House
what particular direction and extension
should be made. At the same time,
I hope members, in selecting the com-
wittee, will choose those members who
will not be disposed to throw the door
open to spend the money of the country
on any land, but to carry out practically
an extension of the prineiple for which
the bank was established—the cultivation
of the land already held, as well ag the
taking up of other land for cultivation
purposes. The member for Beverley
(Mr. Harper) some time ago presented
to the House some most valuable figures
in connection with orchard work in Cali-
fornia. I hope hon. members have not
forgotien the impression which the hon.
member then made, I have not, and I
desire to remind hon. members of it, and
to say that if members have forgotten
the remarks, fo swvggest that they will
take the trouble to look them up and
read the figures. What we have to
expect in this State is some development
in the land which will be a permanent
settlement and increasing industry. I
think we have in our fruit just the very
industry that seews to fit this country
and the climate, and not only that, but
ita locality, its nearness to the great
markets of the world. I hope members

[ instituted.

of the bank particularly in this class of
industry. We may just go slowly. We
have done very well in the past, and we
are most anxious not to throw the little
available money away, not to spread it
on too much ground so as to make it
ineffective. We have done good service
with the small amount of money that has
been at the disposal of the bank in the
past. Perbaps by doubling that amount,
or trebling it, or raising the amount to
say half a million of money, we can do
an amount of work in establishing and
belping the fruit industry in conjunction
with the agricultural industry as before.
I deprecate the taking up of existing
farms and properties and paying off
mortgages. I deprecate the lending of
mouney on properties already improved :
not because they are not worthy, or that
their securities are not good emcugh, but
the direction in which I would go would
be in increasing the industries themselves
rather than relieving existing properties
of mortgages, which perhaps would be a
relief in reducing the interest, but to an
extent which does mnot meet with the
practical object for which the bank wus
I have been most pleasantly
and happily disappointed in regard to
the operations of the bank, and I at-
tribute it to the great care and the suit-
ability of the person mamaging. I do
bhope we shall not kill the official in
endeavouring to extend the operations of
the bank. The manager came to me the
other day and said that T had only made
provision on the Estimates for forage
for one horse, and that was not sufficient,
but that I should have to supply the
feed for another horse; and I hope the
House will not be dissappointed if
they find on Form J a little assist-
ance for the help of this bank. I hope
the committee will be selected so as
to comprise memhers who are specially
qualified to advise as to the most suitable
direction in which teo extend the operation
of the bank. I hope we shall go forward
slowly and carefully in this matter. The
bank has been a success in the past, and
I want it to continue a success. The

will bear in mind the almost astonishing |* best means of achieving this object is to

figures which the member for Beverley
placed beforethe House. For that reason,
and with those figores in my memory, I

J

continue the bank on the lines on which
it has been started, namely those of
encouraging and increasing the cultiva.
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tion of land and the extension of the agri.
cultnral industry, mther than allowing
it to become a mere mortzage bank or
erédit foncier. The Government, so far
from opposing the motion, are in sym-
pathy with its object, and will assist the
mover in every possible way.

How. F. H. PIESSE (Williamns): 4g
one who strongly advocated the estab-
lishment of this bank, I am indeed
pleased to hear the Colonial Secretary
awnd 'Treasurer speak in such high terms
of its operations. When it was first
proposed to introduce a measure for the
establishment of an Apgricultural Bank,
many members were sceptical as to the
results. The strongest advocates of the
establishment of the bank, although they
had no doubt as to the eventual result,
knew that success depended on the most
careful management. The country, T
consider, is to be congratulated on the
selection of the manager, who has been
alluded to by the Colonial Secretary and
other hon. members in glowing terms.
Having had the opportunity of observing
that officer’s work more closely than any-
one who has yet spoken, I am glad to be
able to state that, in my opinion, he

deserves all that has been said about him.

Atv the same time, I consider that the
time has arrived whenr the manager
should receive some assistance. The
results of the bank’s operations so far
have been most encouraging, and the
development of agriculture consequent
on the assistance rendered to farmers by
the bank has been most gratifying.
The member for Bast Kimberley (Mr.
Connor) referred to what he considered
the slow progress being made by the
agficultural industry in this State. Iam
in a position to inform the hon. member
that at the present tiine our agricultural
industry is making most rapid progress.
It may be interesting to hon. members to
learn that I, as a practical agriculturist,
have had my eyes opened a good deal
recently in regard to the capabilities of
this country. Although, of course, I
always lmew that Western Australia
possessed a certain area of good agricul-
tural land, I was not aware eight or ten

years ago how great the capacity of our |

land really is. The farmers have proved
during the last five years the extraordi-
nary value of what may be termed our
second-class lands, from which really
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wonderful results have been obtained. I
will give an instance in point which has
come under my notice recently, so that I
can speak with authority. Certain land
adjoining the township of Katanning,
which was taken up in 1891 and was at
that time looked upon as very poor land,
almost third-class land, and which was
indeed cleared mainly for the purpose of
providing timber for the use of Lhe town-
ship, has now been brought under
cultivation, Although I knew that this
land with proper treatment, suitable
farming, and the application of the
phosphates now being introduced into
this State, was capable of producing
large crops, I was greatly sstonished this
vear to find that the crops grown on it
were largely in excess of my expectations.
The proper application of the phospbates,
at the rate of one hundredweight to the
acre on an area of 450 acres, resulted in
a crop of hay equal to about two tons to
the nere. This means that the area would
have yielded about 18 or 20 bushels of
wheat to the acre. Such a result has been
obtained from land which at one time was
considered to be quite valucless. Weare
learning its value only from the treatment
which it is now receiving, and the manner
in which it is now being brought under
cultivation. I mention this instance
particularly because I observed recently
in one of the Perth papers an erroneous
remark to the effect that this State has
not a large area of agricultural land
available. The mistake was, no deubt,
an excusable one, because the writer who
made it must bave heard the statement
repeated many times. Recent experi-
ments, or rather I may say, recent events,
since the matter is beyond the siage of
experviment, demonstrate that we have in
the past greatly underestimated the
capabilities of the country. I am quite
gatisfied that we shall, in the near future,
gee such results as will astonish the
people of this State. The climatie con-
ditions here are very favourable to the
cultivation of cereals. I have heard it
stated recently that the wheat of Western
Australia contains more gluten than that
grown in almost any other part of Aus-
tralia, and that the flour from our wheat
is much esought after by bakers. We
know large imports of wheat are brought
into the Hastern States from Canada and
other places. Manitoba wheat, for
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instance, is highly esteemed in the
Eastern States because of its richness in
gluten. Western Australian wheat being
very rich in gluten, it is reasonable to
suppose that our wheat will in time be
very largely sought after; so that the
period should not be far distant when we
shall begin to export wheat. The influx
of population has naturally made it
difficnlt to grow locally sufficient for the
consumption of our own people. I shall
be glad if we continue to keep bebind the
lecal consumption for some little time,
because such a circumstance offers a
strong incentive to the farmer to extend
his area of cultivation. The time cannot
be remote, however, when we shall be
producing, and producing largely, for
export. All thess considerations go
to show that the operations of the
Agricultural Bank are justified, and
indeed wore than justified, and that
anything we can do to assist the
farther development of the Agricul-
tural Bank by extension on the
principles so far adopted, should receive
careful consideration from the House.
The lending of money is, of course, a
matter requiring serious consideration. I
repeat now what I have often remarked,
that the very greatest care in this respect
is necessary. We can go too far in assist-
ing the farming community in certain
directions. Undoubtedly there are num-
bers of worthy men in the ranks of the
farmers, but still the same difficulties will
be encountered in dealing with the farm-
ing claes as is experienced in the case of
other classes of people. The possibility
of losses must be taken into account ; and
therefore the greatest circumspection is
necessary. The principles of the existing
Act are sound. In granting advances on
the security of improvements to be made,
the State is perfectly safe ; but if it goes
beyond the lines indicated it will encounter
difficulties. A great deal bas been said
recently as to the advantages accruing
to the farming industry and also to the

storal industry in Victoria, from the
establishment of the crédit foncier system ;
but it is somewhat early in the day to
speak of the system as 2 proved success.
It will take some time to discover the
difficulties which must be involved, and
which are bound to make themselves felt
eventually, I cousider that Western

Australia has gone far enough, for the
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present, in farthering the development of
the agricultural industry. We shall do
good service to the country by extending
the operations of the Agricultural Bank
on the lines we bave taken hitherto.
There is not the slightest doult in my
mind that the lending of money under the
conditions imposed by the present Act has
been productive of great good to the
whole State by giving a strong impetus to
the farming industry. The remark of the
Colonial Seeretary that the operations of
the bank should not extend to vineyards
is one I do not agree with. In my
opinion, money might be lent vn vine-
yards, orchards, and any other landed
security in the same way as on agricul-
tural [and. True, applications for loans
on vineyards and so forth have not been
frequent; but the amending Bill pro-
vided for such applications being enter-
tained. Drainage and indeed any other
improvements incidental to farming might
well form the subject of advances from
the Agricultural Bank. One object
should be as far am possible to remove
existing restrictions on the operations of
the bank without imperilling the safety
of advances. To attain this end, we
must give the munager assistance. Great
care, however, will have to be exercised
in the selection of officers whose duty
will be to pass properties as fit subjects
for loans and to pass the improvements
on which the moneys lent are spent. For
unless we bave experienced and veliable
men for these purposes, the country
would suffer loss. Tt cannot be too
strongly impressed oo hon, members that
caveful and competent men are needed.
I trust that the select commitiee to be
appointed will 1nok into every feature of
the subject, with a view to framing
prictical recommendations for extending
and facilitating the operation of the Act
on the successful lines which have
obtuined in the past. The object of the
committee should be to devise means of
removing the difficulties which are now
felt in protecting the interests of the
State, while at the same time fostering
and advancing the agricultural industry.

~ For although the discovery of the gold

mines undoubtedly gave the first great
impetus to agriculture in this Stute, and
aithongh the farmers could not have
advanced as they have done, and are
doing, without the market afforded them



2286 Annual BEstimates :

by the goldfields, nevertheless I consider
that the interests of our great industries,
the gold-mining, the agricultural, and the
pastoral, must go hand in hand. Iam
always ready to admit that it is from
the opening up of the goldfields we must
date the advance of Western Australian
agriculture. The impetus given to fann-
ing springs solely from the great market
offered by the mining community. Up
to the present our land has heen neglected
to a certain degree; but I look forward
to murvellons developments in the near
future. I have pleasure in supporting
the motion, and trust that good results
will follow from the appointment of the
proposed select committee,

Me. W.J. GEORGE (Murray): One
remark made by the Colonial Secretary
in speaking on this motion I failed to
understand. If I misquote him I am
sorry, but I understood the hon. gentle-
man to say that the assistance of the
Agricultural Baunk should be confined to
absolutely new settlers—to fresh settlers
on agricnltural lands, I rise only for the
purpose of stating that, in my opinion,
any man proposing to develop and im-
prove his land should be entitled to
assistance, whether he be an old hand or
a new hand. Tt is well that both classes
of settlers should receive the benefit of
State aid.

Tre CoronIsL SeceeTarY: Ireferred
to new improvements, fresh develop-
ments.

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken and committee elected,
compriging Mr. Harper, Mr. Hopkins,
Dr. O’Connor, Mr. Teesdale Smith, also
Mr. Jacoby as mover; with power to call
for persons and papers, and sit during any
adjournment; to report this day fort-
night.

At 641, the Sereaker left the Chair,
At 7-45, Chair resumed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Resumed from the previous day; Me.
Harper in the Chair.

Tee CHAIRMAN: I should like to
say to hon. members that a habit has
developed, in the Committee stage, of
having firstly a general discussion on the
whole vote, and afterwards repeating the
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process on subdivisions of the vote, In
future, I propose to rule that any general
discussion must be on the first item, and
that members will then go to the other
items. This is with a view of curtailing
unnecessary debate.

TrrasorER's DEparTyrNT (Hon,
F. Tllingworth, Colonial Secretary and
Treasurer). .

Tweasury, £9,434:

Tre TrEasUvrReR desired to correct
a clerical error, Itemn 6, “Qlerk £210,”
should be £200.

Ttem corrected accordingly.

Ttem—Companies Duty Act, collector,
£350:

Mr. W. J. BUTCHER asked whether
there was not an error in this also,
seeing there was an increase of £32 on
last year's amount.

Tex TREASURER: This officer was
not appointed at the beginning of the
year; and though his salary was £250
per annum, he had been paid for a por-
tion only of the year the sum of £218.

Item—Secretary to Minister, £225:

De. O'CONNOR: What was the
meaning of this new item ?

Tue TREASURER: This was not a
new appointment, but the transference of
an officer from the Public Works Depart-
ment to the Colenial Secretary and
Treasurer's Department. He (the Mini-
ster) controlled three departments—
Colonial Secretarv, Colonial Treasurer,
and Education; and had found it neces-
sarv to bave a secretary.

Me. W.J. GEQRGE : The title “*secre-
tary to Minister” conveyed the idea of
an important office, whereas the salary
was unimportant. Why not give a title
commensurate with the salary?

Maz. F. C. MONGER: Last night the
Government, in the absence of a number
of Opposition members and of Lhe mem-
ber for the district interested, reduced by
£100 the salary of one of the oldest Gov.
ernment officials in Western Australia,
He (Mr. Monger) understood that the
appointment mow under discussion, of
secretary to the Minister, was to be filled
by an old friend and servant of the Trea-
surer. Last night bad witnessed a cruel
attack on one of the kindest, best, and
noblest officials who had ever served this
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State; and now when this friend of the
Treasurer — a man who, whatever his
ability, was unknown to the House—was
foisted upon us, it was the duty of the
Committee to reduce the item, to show
our disapproval of the action taken last
night in the absence of members inter-
ested. He moved that the item be
reduced by £25, and would, if necessary,
divide the House, even though he were
not supported by a single member.

Tee TREASURER: The hon. mem.
ber lJaboured under two great mistakes;
first, that the Government had something
to do with the reduction of the salary of
the officer to whom he referred. [Me,
Georee: Who?] Mr. Elliott. The
Government did all they could to retain
the salary at the amount appearing on
the Estimates; but the Committee reduced
the salary, and for the reduction it was
not fair to blame the Government.

Mgz. MonNGER: The amendwment would
be pressed to a division.

Tue TREASURER: As to the sug-
gestion that this officer was in some way
connected with himself, the fact was that
this officer was never a servant of his.
This was not a new appointment. The
officer was secretary to the Commissioner
of Eailways for a long time, and was
considered one of the most efficient short.-
hand writers in the service. When he
(the Treasurer) took the position of
Colonizl Secretary, Treasurer, and Min-
ister for Education, it was found necessary
to have the services of a shorthand writer.
He did not want to appoint a new officer,
but he found that an officer could be
spared from the Works Department; and
when he made application for an officer,
this officer was sent to him. The sug-
gestion that the officer was any friend of
his was altogether a mistake. The hon,
member was labouring under a misappre-
hension. The officer was in the service,
wag a good officer, and his services were
required in the Treasurer's Department.
There was no increase in the salary,
although be believed the Hon. F. H.
Piesse, when in the Works Department,
had made a promise that the salary should
be inc¢reased, which had not been done.

Dr. O'CONNOR: Had this officer’s
position been abolished in the Works
Department ?

TeE TerEasURER: Yes.

[15 Janvary, 1902.]

Treasury Voles. 2287

Mr. H. DAGLISH : Being responsible
forthe act of last night which brought forth
the condemnatory remarks of the mem-
ber for York, he might say that it seemed
the proposition was just an instance of
what he (Mr. Daglish) was sent to the
House to object to—attacking certain
members of the service, and heaping
benefits on others for personal reusons.
He declined to know any person holding
an office in the public service. He did
not know the officer affected. The vote
which he gave last night would have been
just the same had he known the officer in
question, He was not in the House to
benefit certain personal friends of his own
at the expense of the taxpayers of the
country. Too much of that had been
done in the past. He intended, so far as
he could, to prevent that sort of thing;
and if members had friends on whom
they wished to confer Lenefits, let them
confer these benefits out of their own
pockets, and wnot out of the pockets of
taxpayers.

MRr. W. J. GeorGE: Prove that such
had been done in the past.

Mr. DAGLISH : There were certain
members whose friends had got on well
in the service, while officers doing more
important work were getting less re-
muneration. If there should be any
difference in the remuneration, the secre-
tary to the Treasurer should be drawing
£500 and the other ofticer referred
to half the amount. He objected to
introducing personal friendships into
the discussions of the House. The
Government did not pay officers because
they weye personal friends of Ministers
or members, but according to services
rendered to the State. He objected to
the mud-shinging of the member for
York, and he objected to the introduction
of personalities.  Those who voted in a
vertain direction last night were not
responsible for the absence of members
who sat in Oppositien. If members did
not attend to the business of the coun-
try, for which they were paid, it was an
absurdity to complain of things which
were done in their absence when they
should have been present to have stopped
it if wrong, or have assisted if right.
The bulk of the members sitting in
Opposition last night thoroughly agreed

| with the action which the Committee
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took. The attack on the Treasurer was
unjustifiable, if not cowardly.

Mz W. J. GEORGE: Whileagreeing
that members were not elected to bring
forward their personal friendships or
personal animosities, he objected to the
assertion that such had been characteristic
of members of the House in the past.
Since he had been a member no one had
attempted to forward the interests of
their private friends. It was almost
impossible for anvone in ihe State, at
least in Perth or Fremantle, t¢ have no
friends in the civil service, but while that
was 50 it was not for members to ad-
vocate an advantage for their private
friends. If this was an important office,
a8 the title seemed to indicate, then the
salary should be much higher.

Mer. Hoprins: Strike out the word
“gecretary ” and put in * shorthand
writer.”

Mr. GEQORGE : Tf shorthand writer
fulfilled the requirements of the Treasurer,
he would have no objection to that course,
This was not a single instance in which
the title of an office had been altered on
the Estimates. There bad been instances
in which high titles and low salaries had
appeared on the Estimates, and in after
years the argument was used that the
position was an important one and the
salary should be raised.

Me. J. GARDINER: Was it competent
for a member, under Standing Order 126,
to refer to any vote which bad heen
passed previously ?  Jf members were not
present when votes were passed, they
were not entitled to criticise at a later
stage any votes passed in their absence.

Honv. F. H. PIESSE: The officer
alluded to was no relation of the
Treasurer’s.

Me. Mowaer: A personal friend, he
hed said.

How. F. H. P1ESSE: It was impossi-
ble for him to say whether the officer was
a personal friend, stil he was a very
competent officer; but a little vanity on
the part of some one had brougbt him into
trouble. The title of “ secretary to
Minister * had drawn the attention of the
Committee to the salary. He could speak
most highly of the capacity of this officer,
who was a most ugeful man, and the salary
was not too much. It seemed that the
Committee were finding fault with the
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title of the officer. This title was high-
sounding, and the salary did not appear
sufficient for the position. The Treasurer
wmight consider whether the title should
not be altered. The officer was a secre-’
tary, after all.

Mzr. MONGER: There was no desire
on his part to make any personal
reflection on the officer occupying the
position. He bhad raised the questien
only to call attention to what oceurred
in the House on the previous night,
and he threw back in the teeth of the
member for Subiaco the remarks made,
It was cowardly and unfair to take
advantage of the absence of the member
for the district to speak of an officer who
had done good service to the State.

Tex Caarrman : The hon. member was
not in order,

Me. MONGER: The member for
Subiaco had said that in attacking this
officer one was acting in a cowardly
manner. No member would dare to
accuse him of being cowardly. If he
wanted to hit a man, be hit him straight,
and did not take advantage of the man’s
absence ; but if he wished to say anything
about & man, he would do so in his
presence either in the Chamber, the
reading-room, or the refreshment-room.
The attack on the officer last night was
absolutely unfair. He left it to the
judgment of the Commitiee to say
whether there had been anything cowardly
in his own remarks to-night. He hoped
that the member for Subiaco (Mr.
Daglish), and others attacking items,
would leave them open mntil such time as
the representative of the particular dis-
trict concerned was present, s0 that there
might be a fair chance of the item
receiving that support to which it was
entitled. He usked leave to withdraw
the amendment. :

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mz, HOPEINS moved, as an amend-
ment of the title, that the word * secre-
tary * be struck out, and “clerk ”’ inserted
in lien. The use of the word * secretary”
lent an air of importance fo the position
which, judging by the salary, did not
belong to it.

Taeg TREASURER: The amendment
would be accepted.

Amendment put and passed, and the
item passed as altered.
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Ttem —Paymaster, Imperial accounts,
.£100;

Me. W.J. GEORGE: Did this officer
Teceive any other emolument? What
work did he do? Was he employed in
connection with the South African Con-
tingents ?

Tue TREASURER: This item referred
to the Under Treasurer, who was paid
£650 by this State, and £100 by the
Imperial Government for the care of
Imperial acecounts here,

Mz. GEORGE: Then the Under
Treasurer was in receipt of £750 per
annum. The Imperial accounts to be
deult with here now could be only a few
pensions, Moveover, there was in the
sume connection a clerk to be paid £170
a year. The item would well bear con.
gideration during the recess: £270 per
annum was an absurd awmeunt to pay for
whatever Tmperial work bad to be dome
in this State.

Tue TREASURER: The matter was
really of noimportance to this Parliament
since the Iwnperial Government provided
the money. It was not in the power of
thiz Parhament fo alter the amount.

Mr. GeorgE: Was there a contra ?

Tar TREASURER: Yes.

Me. W. H. Jaues: How came the
item, then, to appear as a debit against
ng P

Tae TREASURER: The amount
would be recouped.

Item--Clerk, Imperial accounts, £170:

Mr. JAMES: What was the reason
for an increase of £10 in the salary of
the clerk for Imperial accounts ¥ Did
the Imperial Parliament leave it to us to
grant an increase while the Bill was
footed by Great Britain ?

Tae TREASURER: As to the clerk’s
salary, he was not certain. Posaibly thig
State had to provide that amount.

Mzr. GEORGE: Would the Treasurer
give an assurance that he would look into
the matter during recess, and be prepared
to give a proper anaswer next session?

Tae TREASURER: Yes; he would
promise that.

Me. JAMES: In the meantime, was
there any reason for granting an increase
of £107 If this State had to find the
salary, there was no reason for giving

the clerk in question an increase, since | experience.
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there could have been no increase in his
work during the past two or three years.
The probabilities were rather that his
work had decreased.

Tae TREASURER: The question
wag not one he could answer straight
away. He could only say these BEsti-
mates, 80 far as sularies were concerned,
were pretty well prepared when the first
Leake Governmeunt came into office. The
arrangement as to increases was that an
increment of £10 should be given in the
case of salaries up to £300, where guch
increment was deemed necessary by the
head of the department. The present
Government had reduced the margin of
increase to £200. Therefore, the present
Estimates contained no increments other
than those proposed for officers receiving
Jess than £200 per annum. The officer
in question had been recornmended by
the head of his department as worthy of
an increase. There was no reason for
not giving effect to the recommendation,
so far as one eould see.

Mzr. Groree: Had this clerk any
other emolument ?

Tae TREASURER: No.

Item-- Salaries, provisional and tem-
porary, £419:

Me. W. H. JAMES: From a footnote
to Ttem 45, © Clerk, £165,” it appeared
this salary bad been “ previously paid
from temporary clerical assistance.” The
item of “ Temporary Clerical Assistance ”
figured on the estimates at £140; so
that the real total was £305 for this
year. What was the reason for the large
mcrease? The item was more than
doubled.

Tae TREASURER : This was really
a case of the transference of an officer
from the temporary to the permanent
staff.

Mg. James: No; it was more than
that.

Tae TREASURER: Another officer
had been appointed. While not prepared
to justify the appointment for the
moment, that was what had occurred.

Me. M. H. JACOBY : The Treasurer
had said this item represented an addi-
tional officer, and yet the fact was that
the clerks in the Colonial Becretary’s office
were absolutely looking for work.

Tre Treasvrer: Such was not his
Most of the officers of his
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department were working overtime, and
agood deal of it too.

Mr. JACOBY: A good deal of the
work previously done by the Colonial
Secretary’s Department was now being
done by the Premier's Department.

Tae Premier: But tbis item had
reference to the Treasurer's Department.

Mr. JACOBY: It came to the same
thing. The Premier had stated last
night that a good deal of the work done
previously by the Colonial Secretary's
Department was now done by the
Premier's Department.

Tae PreEmier: But that referred to
five or six years back.

M. JACOBY: In the present over-
crowded stale of the public service, he
objected altogether to fresb appoint-
ments. We had frequently heard from
the Treasury bench assurances that
there*was plenty of scope for reductions
in the public service; and yet here we
found a fresh officer added to the staff.
In this connection, he wounld like to refer
to a discussion which arose the previvus
night when he asked for some information
as to what would bappen in the case of
the total abolition of am office by the
Committee. A good many members
would like to be informed as to the exact
position of the Government in such a
case. He had Jooked up the Pensions
Act, and also the Public Service Act, but
after reading them bhe did not clearly
understand whether or not the Govern-
ment would be forced to give a pension
to the holder of an office which was
abolished. He could not make uphis mind
as to whether an officer was abolished with
his office, or whether the officer was
entitled to remuneration or compensation
from the Government for loss of office.
Last night the Premier first informed the
Committee that if a public servant’s office
were abolished, the Government had
nothing more to do with that public
servant; bat subsequently the Premier
corrected that opinion by informing the
Committee that in such a case the public
servant would be entilled to a pension.
A good many members beside himself
would be glad to know the exact position
the Government would stand in if the
Commitiee, in the exercise of their rights,
abolished an office.  Wonld the Attorney
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would be the position of an officer under
the Act in such a case?

Tae ArrorNey GENERAL: The hon.
member had the Aect before him.

Me. JACOBY : There was considerable
confusion in the minds of hon. members
as to what would happen, and it would
be satisfactory to many of us if the
Attorney Greneral would give a legal
OpmlOll.

Tur ATrorRNEY GENEBAL: If he pro-
ceeded to do that, be would be ruled out
of order, he feared.

Mer. JACOBY: Section 14 of the
Public Service Act provided :—

No public servant whose pay is once deter-
mined by the Governor and approved by
Parliament, shall afterwards, whilst doing the
same work, suffer any loss or reduction of pay,
except as follows:
{a.) On abolition of office ; or
(b.) On removal;or
{¢.) By reduction by Parliamentary vote of
the amount proposed on the annual
Esatimates; or

(d.) On reduction affecting genemlly the
public service, recommended by the
Governor and accepted by Parlia-
ment,

TERE ATTORNEY GENERAL: That was
quite right. He had alluded to the
pension.

Mr. JACOBY : Did the Pensions Act,
then, entitle an officer

THEe ATTORNEY (FENERAL: The hon.
niember had tbe Act before him, and
could read it.

Me. JACOBY : Section 6 of the Pen-
sions Act provided :

It shall be lawful for the Governor in Execu-
tive Council to grant to any person retiring
or removed from the public service under the
Colonial Government, in consequence of fthe
abolition of his office or for the purpose of
facilitating improvements in the orgamsation
of the department to which he helongs, by
which greater efficiency and economy can be
effected, such special annual allowance by way
of compensation as on a full consideration of
the cireumstances of the case may seem to the
Governor-in-Council to be a reasonable and
just compensation for the loss of office; and if
the compensation shall exceed the amount to
which such person would have been entitled
under the gcale of superannusation provided by
this Act if ten years were added to the number
of years which he may have actually served,
such allowance shall be granted by special
minute stating the special grounds for granting
snch allowance, which minute shall be laid
before the Legislative Council, and no such
allowance shall exceed two-thirds of the salary

General inform the Committee what | and emoluments of the office.
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Were we to understand from this section
that it lay in the discretion of the
Governor-in-Council whether pensions
should be granted or not ?

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: To
reply to the hon. member, one would have
to enter into a dissertation ag to whether
the Pensions Act was a mandatory or a
directory enactment. Hon. members, on
looking juto the distinetion, would see it
was u pretty fine one. He thought, how-
ever, that the Pensions Act wag really a
mandatory enactment. At any rate, he
felt certain the member for the Swan
would consider it very unfair on the part
of the Government, in the event of the
abolition of an office, to refuse to the public
servant whose office was so abolished any
compensation whilst the power lay in the
hands of the Government to compensate.
It was of no use to put hypothetical
cases, but he might say at once that if he
found it necessary to abolish an office,
and that office was held by a servant wbo
had done his duty efficiently and well for
many years, he would feel it his duty to
consult his colleagues and recommend
that the officer be compensated under
that statute.

M=. JACOBY : It was understood last
night that the Attorney (eneral wished
to have a repeal of the Public SBervice
Act, in order to escape paying pensions.
It seemed now that it would be necessary
to abolish the Pensions Act also, if the
Attorney General was to carry out his
idea.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL said
he could not lay down a general rule by
taking a specific item or case.

Mr. W. J. GEORGE: Who made the
appointment ¥ Wag there anything dis-
graceful about it? If so, let us know
what it was.

Tre TREASURER : The appointnent
was not made by him, and he did not
know who made it. Some officer who
was generally occupied in temporary
work had been put upon the temporary
staff, and the provision that had been
made was for temporary clerical assist-
ance, During the year a man might be
appointed for a week or a fortnight, or
whatever it might be, and it was esti-
mated that the total sum would be that
which appeared on the Estimates. That
sum was not exceeded last year, and he
did not think it would be this,
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Me. (Eoree: A lot of those public
servants we had been discussing could
not have pensions.

Mr. F. CONNOR: Would it not be
well if the item were put in as
“temporary clerical assistance”? The
present entry created an office right away,
and that was the objection,

Tag TREASURER: This item was
for temporary work.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Post Office Savings Bank, £6,986 :

Mr. F. CONNOR: Was this amount
the same as that which was expended
last year ?

Tur TREASURER:
thought, slightly under.

Mr. W.J. GEORGE : The control of
the Post Office had passed from the
jurisdiction of this State, but the
Savings Bank apparently was still under
our jurisdiction. He did not know
whether arrangements in connection with
the Savings Bank could be made apart
from the Post Office, without serious
inconvenience to the country, but he
thonght the taxpayers and also those
who had to vote the money were entitled
to know what measure of contrel the
Ministry and Parliament had over the
Post Office Savings Bank. The Post
Office Bavings Bank belonged to this
State, and should be as far as possible
under the absolute control of the people
who were delegated into a position of
authority here.

Tee TREASURER: The Post Office
Savings Bank was eatirely under the
control of this State. ]

Mr. H. DAGLISH: Could any
arrangement be made whereby depositors
in the Post Office Savings Bank could
draw small sums without giving the long
notice they had to do now? It would
be a good plan if sums up to, suy, £20
could be drawn without notice. He did
not know whether it would be possible
to arrange for that here, but he knew it
was dooe in the Eastern States, in the
Commissioners’ Savings Bank; and it
would be a very great convenience to
small depositors, most of whom bad
their nesf-egg in the Post Office
Savings Bank, to be able to get their
meney out at a day’s notice.

It was, bhe
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Tae TREASURER: The matter had
already been looked into by him, and he
had made arrangements whereby aay
depositor could, by giving notice before
12 o'clock, draw a sum by 3 o'clock the
same day.

Me. F. C. MONGER suggested that a
charge be made for keeping small accounts,
if the depositors desired to operate on
them in the same way as on ordinary
banking accounts. If a person deposited
£20 or £50, and wished to draw sumein
the same way as a person operated on an
ordinary banking account, why should
not the State get the benefit now derived
by banks from the charge wmade for
keeping these small accounts? Tt was a
charge he was opposed to as being abso-
lutely unfair; but if the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) and the member
for Albany (Mr. Gardiner) were desirous
that these accounts should be treated in
the same way as ordinary banking
accounts were treated, let the people
who availed themselves of these privileges
pay the same to the State as they would
pay an ordinary bank,

Tee TREASURER: The suggestion
by the hon, member was one of which he
entirely disapproved, and he thought the
Committee also disapproved of it.

Mr. J. M. HOPKINS: Some better
system of inspection in regard fo savings
banks was desirable, as was shown by a
case at Kalgoorlie heard at the last
Quarter Sessions; for there was no doubt
that lax supervision was the cause of
temptation to men who received poor
salaries.

Mz. TEESDALE SMITH : The ques-
tion of savings banks all over the State
was one he would ask the Treasurer to
look into. It was diffieult to get a
savings bank opened at any of the out-
side places at the present time. To get
& savings bauk opened at a timber mill,
for instance, the mill-owners had to give
a guarantee to the Post Office that the
men's money would be collected, and the
money during transit had to be also
guaranteed. In any township away from
the railway, the Government absolutely
refused to open any post office savings
bank. Wherever it could be shown that
men had their little savings to put by,
there should be no difficulty in opening a.
post office savings bank.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Savinge Bank.

Mr. W. J. GEORGE: For something
like three years he had tried to get a
savings bank at Waroona sawmill, but
the reply of the Postmaster General
until lately bad been—he did not know
what bis views were now—that owing to
the absence of police protection, it was
not wise to accept a large amount of
money. There were 300 or 400 men who
received their wages regularly, and there
was police protection now. Apart from
that, he would like a post office savings
bank established there. He would like
the Treasurer to look up the archives
of his office, and if the hon. gentleman
did so he would find there bad been a
lot of petitions ou the subject.

Tawe TREASURER: The Govern-
ment were responsible for the money, if
they received it. If there happened to be
a robbery, it would be a loss to the State ;
consequently the rule had been not to
open savings banks unless there was an
ordinary bank within o reasonable dis.
tance, so that the money could be
conveyed every day or every second day
to a banking institutior. He had made
smne slight alterations in reference to
this matter, and he hoped to be able to
extend the system wherever it was
possible, 8till we must protect the
money we took from the general public.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: The Treasurer
having stated it was his intention to
introduce a new system in regard to the
drawing of money, would this increased
convenience for drawing money apply to
all offices throughout the State, or only
to those in the immediate neighbourhood
of Perth?

Tae TREASURER: [t should apply
wherever possible,

Mge. GeoreE: It could not be done in
country districts.

Tre TrREASURER: No.

Hox. F. H. PIESSE: If the promise
or statement made by the Treasurer were
to go forth without explanation, people
would be under the impression that the
system would apply in every instance;
therefore there should be an explanation
as to where it would apply.

Mz. TEESDALE SMITH : lnstances
could be mentioned where money from
a savings bank could be sent to Perth
i once or twice a day, or to Bunbury. In
j regard to Bunbury, there were a number
, of men in the district who .went to Bun-
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bury Junction; and these men had '
repeatedly been applying for a savings
bank. There woul;d be no difficulty in
opening one, for the vailway passed the
door, and the money could be sent to
Bunbury or Perth, It could be sent in
the post-bag just as safely as letters were
sent. Where wmen desired a savings
bank to be opened, facilities should be
given, and the Government should take
. certain responsibility as to convering
money to the head office from a branch
baunk.

Tee TREASURER: Since he had
been in office he had given all possible
attention to this matter, and he hoped to
make farther improvements.

By request of the TREASURER, clerical
errors were corrected as follow :—Item 5
altered in amount from £180 to £175,
liem 19 from £100 to £90, Ttem 20 from
£80 to £90, Item 21 from £60 to £65.

Vote (as corrected) put and passed.

London Agency, £4,607 :

Me. J. T. NANSON : Did the Govern-
ment intend to reduce the expenses of the
London Agency ?

Tee TREASURER : So far, the work
had not decreased but rather increased.
After a Federal Agent General was
appointed, there might be less work, and
then steps must be taken to reduce the
expenses of the State Agency in London.

Mr. W. J. Georee: And probably
abolish the office.

Tue PREMIER: In the file dealing
with the appointwent of the present
Agent General, there was no record of a
stipulation that this officer’s salary should
be reduced. When uppointed, there was
a rumour that his salary would be
reduced ; but as no reduction was stipu-
lated, the estimate now submitted was
similar in amount to that of last year,
and it was for the Committee to say
whether the circumstances justified a
reduction. The Governmeut recognised
that the position was comparatively of
less importance than prior to federation ;
but he did not feel justified, without the
consent of the Committee, in reducing
the salary of this officer, who, it was
understood from a private source, was
clearly under the impression that he
would receive £1,500 a year for three
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Mz, J. GARDINER: TUntid it was .
definitely known what steps the Com.
monwealth would fake in this matter, it
was not worth while questioning the
Agent General’s salary. If a Common-
wealth Agent General were appointed,
probably we should reverse this item and
call our officer u generalagent. Evidently
South Australin intended to do so, and
doubtless the other States would fallow
suit,

Mgz, R. Hastie: What were the salavies
paid by the other States ?

Trne PREMIER: Without definite
inguiry he could not say, but some of the
States had reduced the salaries. The
present Administration had no binding
arTangement with the Agent General that
his salary should continue during his
term of office. The Committes could
reduce the salary, though the Government
would not urge a reduction.

Mr. J. M. HOPEKINS: A reduction at
present would be inadvisable. The officer
should be paid a salary on which he
could live respectably in London, and
which would place him above suspicion.

Mr. W.D.JOHNSON: Were the other
salaries in this department based on
salaries in Western Australia, or on the
rates paid in London?

Tae TREASURER: Forseveral years
there had been no change in the salaries.

Mr. TeespsLe SmitH: What about
items five and six ?

Mz. H. DAGLISH protested against the
salary of the Agent Gleneral remaining
upaltered. It was too high, and should
never have been granted at a time when
Parliament had ceased to exist and a fresh
Parliament had wnot been elected, The
public generally had then understood,
and most hon. members had advocated,
that the expenses of thie department
should be reduced; yet to-night the tone
of the Committee appeared to be against
reduction. He would vote for a reduc-
tion if it were proposed. The whole
system of the London Agency wae bad.

Mz. GeoreE: And so was the commnis-
sion paid on goods bought in England for
the State. :

Mr. H DAGLISH: Instead of a
politician, a permanent officer of the
public service should be appointed. He
was speaking, mnot against the present
officer but against the system, which was
injurious to the State, whether the agent
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were a good or a bad man. For years
past South Australia, he understood, had
been paying two-thirds of this amount.

Meuser: The salary at present paid
by tkat State was £1,200.

Me. DAGLISH : In proportion to the
work done, we paid double, for we had a
larger staff.

Mgz, HASTIE: To test the fecling of
the Committee, he moved that the amount
be reduced by £250.

M=n. NANSON: Would the Premier
state whether, in the event of the duties
of the officer being lessened before next
year’s Estimates were framed, the Gov-
emment would consider a reduction? If
a Federal High Commissioner were ap-
pointed, he might take over some of the
duties.

Tee TREASURER: This provision
was for one year, of which seven months
had elapsed.

Tae PREMIER: If the duties of the
ofice were materially reduced by the
appointment of a Federal High Commis-
sioner, the Government would be bound
to bring the fact under the notice of
Parliament. He urged the member for
Euxnowna (Mr. Hastie) not to press his
motion for a reduction, because the
Agent General had practically drawn his
salary on the assumption that it would
be £1,500 a year, he baving received no
hint from the Government that there
would be any reduction made or pro-
posed ; and it would appear as almost a
breach of faith on the part of the House
if a reduction were made without a hint
to the gentleman who well and bhonour-
ably filled the position. Due warning
would be given the Agent General to be
prepared for an emevgency which might
or might not be imminent.

Mr. HASTIE: Ministers said seven
months had gone and that this officer had
already drawn his salary. If that argu-
ment were valid, as well pass all the Esti-
mates in globo, becanse the same could be
said of every officer in the service.
If an arrangement be come to by which
some of the work were taken away from
the Agent General, a reduction might be
submitted, but he had grave doubts as to
whether there was anything in that, for
he had never yet known of any high-
salaried officer's remuneration being
reduced unless there was an all-round
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London Agency.

officer received the salary, and it was
almost certain that that salary would
remain until the officer retired from the
pusition. If the Committee were of the
opinion that the Agent General’s salary
should be reduced, he would not, press his
amendment to a division, but in the
circumstances be was compelled to let the
matter go.

M=z. GEQRGE: There wus a depart-
ment which should be controlled by the
Agent Geveral in London. A large
amount of money bad to be paid in
London in fees to a consulting engineer,
In ope year the fees paid to that officer
ran into five figures.

Me. Jacosy: How much ?

Mr. GEORGE: Certainly over
£10,000; he believed double thut amount.
This year a large amount of loan money
wasg about to be spent, presumably under
the inspection of the consulting engineer ;
and how good that inspection bad been
was proved by instances brought under
the notice of the House during the last
few months, when work costing a lot of
money came here in a condition which
would be a disgrace if a blind man bad
had to pass it. He did not say the Agent
General should be skilled in dealing with
these various matters; but it should be
part of his duty to see that when huge
ndents had to be paid for, on which there
were large commissious, recommendations
should be made to the Government by
which the work could be done for less
money. The commission should be paid
on a sliding scale.

Hown. F. H. PrIEssE:
cage,

Me. GEORGE : If that was so, and
an amount approximating five figures
had been paid, then the scale required
reducing. There had been no inspection
of goods for this State during the last
few years which was worth £22,000 in
one year. When large quantities of the
same material were being ordered, there
should be no necessity for the amount of
commission to rise above a certain sum.
There should be 3 mazimum amount, and
it should be less than £22,000 for one
year. If the London Agency had vothing
to de with this matter, then it ought to
have. The sums paid cn commission had
been exorbitant, and in some cases the

That was the

reduction. This was the first year the , inspection had been merely superficial.
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Tee TREASURER: The matter re- '

ferred to applied to the Loan account,
and the commission paid was in pro-
portion to the amount of the orders.
However, he thought the scale required
reducing and looking into. No doubt
the Minister for Works would take note
of what members had said.

Mz. GeorcE: Had the London Agency
any control over the inspection ?

Tae TREASURER: No; only to pay
the money.

Me. A. E. THOMAS: A little while
ago he brought this matter before, the
House on a series of questious in regard
to scour rings which had been repaired
locally and put into the Coolgardie water
scheme. How long the rings would last
he did not know. Whether it was a
matter of £5 or £5,000, the principle was
bad, and he would like to be assured that
when we had to pay on machinery or
material in London we should buy sub-
ject to inspection when landed here. We
should not receive material subject to
inspection by a man who possibly paid
some understrapper to pass the work.
The fact remained that material had been
landed in Woestern Australia - which
should not have been passed. When we
had a consulting engineer in London who
was receiving tremendous sums of money,
which the return before members showed,
the least we could expect was that the
goods would be landed here so that they
could pass the inspection of our own
officers, and in sufficiently good coudition
to be used in the work for which the mate-
rials were intended. There were peoplein
the State— even the Black Swan Foundry
—who could turn out material that would
be no worse than the scour rings which
were seen in the Fremantle yard. If the
rings only cost £1, the very fact that
they were passed by the consulting
engineer 1n London, and holes were
found inte which a wmember of the
House had put a stick of a balf-inch or
u five-eighths inch diameter—and these
were intended for the Coolgardie water
scheme—that led him to suppose that
something was generally roften in regard
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to the consulting engineer’s branch in
London. He trusted the Government '
would look into the matter in a searching '
manner. The people who were vespon- !
sible for sending such work out here

should be dismissed. ;

London Agency. 2205

Mz. GEORGE: If the firm referred to
by the hon. memnber turned out such
work as the condemned scour rings, the
prestige and honour of that firm would
not be so high in Western Australia s
it was to-day.

Mr. GARDINER: The commissions
received by the consulting engineer,
according to the return, were in 1896-7
£9,672, 1897-8 £8,914, 1898-9 £3,638,
1899.1900 £4,882, and for the year
ending 30th June last £8,960. The
rates of commission were: on indents up
to £20,000 2% per cent; for the Cool.
gardie water schewe, on machinery,
pumps, and valves 2% per cent., on pipes
11 per cent. I’ossibly that was why the
engineer did not exercise such a keeu
inspection over the pipes. It would be
wise for the Treasurer to draw the atten-
tion of the Agent Greneral to the manner
in which the pipes arrived here, and with
the authority of the Government to say
that if such a thing oceurred again there
would be no hesitancy on the part of the
Government in changing their consulting
engineer. He would change the officer
straight away, if what the member for
Dundas had said was correct, and the
hon. mewmber was generally accurate in
his statements.

THe TREASURER: There was a
good deal of reason in the remarks of
members. The Government had already
taken some steps to put this department
in Detter order, and with the suggestion
of members and the strong remarks
made, the hands of the Government
would be strengthened. He thanked
mewmbery for the criticism given,

Mg. TEESDALE SMITH: Instead
of reducing the salary of the Agent
General by £250, if the Government
added another £800 to the amount of the
vote for the Agency General, the Gov-
ernment could appoint their own inspec-
tor here, send him bhome, and abelish the
commission busipess, which was a per-
nicious one. Although consulting engi-
neers charged very highly, they put
the work into the hands of under-
strappers who, if not interested, did
not give the required attention. If
we bad our own inspector working with
his own testing appliances, under the
eye of the Agent (teneral, we should save
these amounts of £5,000, £6,000, and
£8,000 now being paid annually to the
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consulting engineer, and at the same
time get much better materials.

Me. A. E. THOMAS: The former
Minister for Works (Mr. Kingsmill), in
regard to scour rings, had been asked to
see that steps were taken to dismiss the
officer or sub-officer responsible for the
passing of those rings. The question
might be renewed at this opportunity.

Me. TEESDALE SMITH: The officer
in fault was doubtless not an officer of
this State.

Tae TREASURER: It would be
extremely difficult to carry into effect the
proposal of the member for Dundas (Mr.
Thomas), since, on inquiry, it would be
found that the officer in fault was
employed by the consulting engineer, to
whom this State paid commission. The
suggestion of the member for Wellington
(Mr. Teesdale Smith) was worthy of
consideration, and the Minister for Works
had already taken a note of it. Inspee-
tion of materials purchased on behalf of
this State at bome had formed the
subject of much criticism by the members
of the present Government when sitting
in Opposition. If the present Ministry
were given time, they would endeavour to
effect some reforms.

Amendment, put and negatived.

Item — Statiovery, typewriters, ete.,
£120:

Mg. HOPKINS asked for explanation.
The same itemn represented £12]1 1s. in
last year’s expenditure. Surely type-
writers in the London office were not
renewed every year.

Tue TREASURER: The item repre-
sented mainly stationery.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Ezplosives and Analyfical, £2,025:

Mg. F. CONNOR: Was it the inten-
tion of the present Government to carry
out the express instructions given to
former Governments for the removal of
the explosives stores from their present
site at South Fremantle?
had on half-a-dozen occasions decided
thut the explosives stores on their present
site were a danger to the town of Fre-
mantle, particularly to its southern por-
tion, It appeared almost as if the
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The House

magazines would never be removed. The

Explosives.

matter was one of urgent necessity, par-
ticularly as the magazines were absolutely
unprotected., It was common to see
swagmen boiling their billies under the
shelter of the explosives shed.

Mg. W. J. GEorge: What place would
the hon. member propose te remove the
magazines to ?

Mz. CONNOR: Garden Island, or one
of the islands in its neighbourhood.
Half-a-dozen suitable sites had been
suggested.

Meg. F. McDONALD: The Treasurer
somge time ago stated the Government
were considering whether the explosives
magazines should be removed to Garden
Island or to the Darling Range. Sofar, no
decision appeared to have been arrived at.
Within the last ten days the caretaker of
the magazines had found six kegs of gun-
powder on the doorsiep of one of the
magazines, and two swagmen were seen
sitting smoking at the other end of the
magazine. The caretaker could not keep
people off the reserve: they could come
in from the open road or the jetty.

Me. Coxxor: The magazines were
built on an absotutely open rvad.

Mr. McDONALD: Having repeatedly
questioned the Treasurer as to the iaten-
tions of the Government, he would be glad
to hear now a statement on the subject.

Ter TREASURER: The Government
were perfectly satisfied that the explosives
magazines must be removed. The only
reason why the magasines were left
exposed was that the Government, baving
decided to remove them, deemed it unwise
to improve the present site. DBut the
difficulty arose when we came to the
question of selecting a mew site. The
maitter had been discussed by the Ministry
almost every week since they came into
office in May last. The people most
interested seemed upable to arrive at a
consensus of opinion as to the new site.
Garden Island, Case Point, and Subiaco
had been suggested. Personally, he was
disposed to favour a site in the Darling
Range. The magazines might be erected
in agorge, where, if anaccidentdid bappen,
the least possible damage would result.
A special leop line might be constructed
for convenience in conveying the explo-
sives. The Chief Inspector of Explosives
strongly favoured Case Point, where,
however, the same difficulties might be
expected shortly to arise as existed in
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connection with the present site: in two
or three years there might be dwelling
houses all round Case Point. The Gov.-
ernment bad requested the chairman of
the Perth Chamber of Commerce and the
chairman of the Fremantle Chamber of
Commerce to bring the matter before
their respective chambers. Reports had
been obtained from both bodies, one
recommending Garden Island and the
other Case Point. The military officer,
on being asked his advice, had suggested
that magazines should be erected well
jnland, on the ground that if a hostile
ship put a shot into one wagazine, the
tendency would be for that magazine to
explode and also blow up the rest of the
magazines. As soon as a new site was
determined on, the work of removal
would be undertaken. With the assist-
ance of hon. members generally, and
particularly with the assistance of the
Fremantle members, the Government
hoped to he emabled to fix on a site
convenient to these trading in explo-
gives, and at the same time safe for the
general public.

Mz. G. TAYLOR : Had Albany ever
been contemplated when the Government
were considering the rvemoval of the
explosives 1agazines? It had been
stated there was nothing at Albany
which an explosion conld damage.

Me. A. E. THOMAS : The suggestion
that the maguzines should be removed to
an island led him to sappose that the
consumers of explogives on the goldfields
would have to pay water freight to the
island and back. It was to be hoped
that the (Government, in fixing on a new
site, would give due attention to the
matter of expense. The mining industry
could not afford to pay a higher price for
dynamite : in fact, the cost was too high
now.

Mr. McDONALD: If the magazines
were placed on an island, the expense of
handling etc. would be less than under
present conditions. The explosives would
be taken direct from the ship's side to
the islund, and brought back as required.

Mg, F. CONNOR: A farther reason
why the magazines should be removed
wus that at present they were taking up
extremely valuable ground, which the
Government might cut up into allot-
ments for working men. The magazines,
with the reserve, covered an area of about
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100 acres. Under present conditions,
the land was, and could be, of very little
use to the Government. The removal of
the magazines would set free an ares of
land from the sale of which the Govern-
ment would realise a big profit, even
after paying the expenses of the removal.

TrE TrEAsSURER: So 5001 as a hew
sile was decided on, the work of removal
could proceed.

M=z. GArRDINER: Was not Garden
Island private property ?

Mer. CONNOR: But there were other
suitable islunds near it.

Me. THOMAS: If there was any
trouble as to the selection of a site, then
one could surely be obtained on the gold-
fields, where there was plenty of spare
land.

Tue Tressurer: There were maga-
zines on the goldfields at the present
time.

Mgr. THOMAS: More might be con-
structed.

Items 7, 8, 9—Watchman, Powder
Magazine :

Mr. McDONALD: Watchmen em-
ployed at the powder magazines were
paid ot the rate of only £2 25, per week.
They had no other emolument, and were
compelled to work on Sundays. Surely
their services were worth 8s. per day.

Tae TREASURER: A note which he
had before him showed that the waich-
men bhad quarters and water, also uniform
valued at £3.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Harbour and Light, £27,119 :

Mze. H DAGLISH: What was the
reason of the large increase in this vote
compared with last year? The money
aﬁt;ixally expended last year was £21,300
odd.

MexBer: Necessary increase for the
new barbour.

Tae TREASURER: One item was
“ Purchase of launch, £2,379,” and there
were several other new items which would
not occur in futwre Estimates. The
expense had been put off from year to
year, and it had been necessary to make
provigion this year. He thought that, on
the whole, the estimated cost of the
harbour for this year was less thun it was
last year.
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Mr. J. GARDINER: There was an
officer at. Albany performing the duties of
shipping-master. He was previously a
customs officer, and in the employ of this
Government ; he was now an officer under
the Commonwealth, but was still perform-
ing the duties. Was provision to be made
for the payment of that ofticer? If he
was not to be paid, we could hardly
expect him to do the work. At present,
he was receiving no pay from this Govern-
ment. In the event of his declining to
do the work, would the Government
purpose to appoint a shipping-master at
Albany 7

Tue TREASURER said he could not
answer the hon. wmember, becanse he
simply did not know. He would make
the necessary inquiries and give the hon.
member the information. He would suy,
geuerally, that no doubt if the officer
was doing work for the State, the State
would pay him a salary commensurate
with the work performed. As to whether
in the event of his ceasing to do the
work it would be necessary to appoint
another officer, on full salary, that was a
question the Grovernment would have to
cousider, . He would make the necessary
nquiry.

Mr. G. TAYLOR: How was it that
the lighting and other arrangements for
Fremantle, Rottnest, Albany and other
places coat 8o much, as against Hsperance ?
He could ouly see .£20 down for Esper-
ance, whereas some thousands were down
for those otber places.

Tae TREASURER: The amount put
down for Esperance was only for a jetty
light-keeper.

Mr. F. CONNOR.: Whut was done
with launches or steam or sailing boats
that were bought by the Government and
became of no use to the Government?
‘Was it better to put them on shore and
let them rot there, or put them up to
auction for what they would fetch? A
paddle-boat named the Emu some time
ago went out of service, and the Govern-
ment could have let the boat to some
people at Fremantle, but refused to
do so unless there was an ahsolutely silly
guarantee given that she would be
returned in the same order. The people
who wanted her would have put her into
proper order and have handed her back
to the Government in a better state.
She was lying idle now. This was &
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kind of waste in which retrenchment
could he made. In reference toCambridge
Gulf harbour, he made some inquiries,
aud put his application in the proper
manner. He wrote to the department,
and also to the Chief Harbour Master,
asking that beacons should be put up.
The erection of those beacons would only
have cost a few pounds, and would have
effected a saving to the Government,
because the harbour was buoyed, and the
drift of sand shifted the buoys, which
were consequently of nouse. He received
no reply either from the Minister's
department or the Chief Harbour Master,
More attention should be paid to requests
from members of Parliament from out-
side places, who knew the requirements
of the districts. This harbour was one
of the most important, and one of the
finest, if not the finest, in Western
Australin. It wanted a few beacons put
up. We had three or four steamers a
month there.

Tee TREASURER said he was
thunkful to the hon. member for calling
his attention to this matter. He was
not aware of it previously. He would
make immediate inquiry about the Emau,
and he would take a note with regard tp
Cambridge Gulf barbour requirements.
He would endeavour to meet the wishes
of the hon. member as far as possible.

Item—Shipping-master, £270:

Mr. W.J. GEORGE said this office
was a new one, and perbaps we might
learn what the officer had to do.

Tee TREASURER said he would
make inquiry.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Fovernment Stores, £9,124 12s. 8d.:

Mr. F. CONNOR, referring to the
first item, “ Government Storekeeper,
£500,” asked how the vacancy was to be
filled, if the appointment was not already
made.

Tae TREASURER: The next in com-
mand, Mr. Flynn, had been placed tem-
porarily in control. That officer was
getting £330 a year, and he had been
placed in control temporarily at £400 a
year. The item would have to remain
pretty well as it stood, because the salary
would have fo be provided in regard to
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the deceased officer. There would be
some saving, If the Government found
that the chief officer could do the work,
that would give an opportunity of pro-
moting all other officers below. Wherever
there was a person in a department hold-
ing a high position, and his work could
be done by the next in order, in the case
of the head officer ceasing to fill the
position, the Government proposed to
raise the officers ih the department instead
of appointing a new officer.

Me. W. J. GEORGE : We might take
it that the officer who bad acted as chief
clerk and as under-study would have a
fair show of displaying whether he could
do the work ?

TeE TrEasURER: Yes.

Mr. H. DAGLISH: It was desirable
for the Government to make a thorough
investigation into the management of the
stores branch, and also to see if some
reorganisation could be effected which
would include the establishment of a
Government stores tender department or
a tender board, because there was great
need for it in this State. In several
departments, when stores or works were
required the particular department called
for tenders, but in other instances the
tenders were called for by the Goveran.
nment stores branch. In both cases there
wasg one individual solely responsible for
the opening of tenders and o0 on; and as
this work was often not done in public,
the system did not give satisfaction to
the persons or firms tendering. So far
as he could gather, all sorts of dissatis-
faction existed among the various classes
of tenderers, and he thought the present
a not inopportune time for inquiry to
be held. He did not in any way desire to
cast reflections upon Mr. Flynn, but the
whole department would bear looking into.

Tatz TREASURER: The hon. mem-
ber (Mr. Daglish) had expressed exactly
the feelings of the Government on this
subject. and the Government were taking
steps to work mn the direction indicated.

Vote put and passed.

Literary, Scientific, and Agricultural
Grants, etc., £15,050:

Item—-Agricultural and Horticultural
Sacieties, £1,200:

Me. J. M. HOPKINS moved that the
words *and traders’ galas™ be added.
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Goldfields agricultural shows were impos-
sible, but traders’ galas were held instead.

Ms. W.J. GEORGE: Were not the
latter provided for in the £1,750 for
mechanics' institutes and similar socie-
ties ¥

MRr. Hopxins: No. The traders’ dis-
play was similar to an agricultural
show,

Mz. GEORGE: No. Traders' galas
should come under “ working men’s
associations.”

Mr. YELVERTON opposed the amend-
ment because it would reduce the amounts
available to agricultural and horticultural
societies. A traders’ galan was a mere
show; whereas the other gatherings
tended to foster State industnies.

Mr. QUINLAN supported the amend-
ment, but suggested that the additional
amount be provided in Supplementary
Estimates.

Mr. YELVERTON : There was no
objection if it were so provided.

M. J. EWING supported the amend-
mernt.

M=r. HOPKINS: At traders’ galas, as
at agricultural shows, prizes were given
for horses ; and instead of giving prizes
tor fiour, which could not be produced on
the goldfields, prizes were given for bread.
‘Why diseriminate when the objects were
identical ?

How. F. H. PIESSBE: The objects
were scarcely ideuntical. For the en-
courugement of agriculture and horti-
enlture in the southern districts, the
amount set down was not sufficient, the
number of societies having increased ;
and the grant should not be lessened by
the inclusion of traders’ galas, for which
provision might subsequently be made.

Tue TREASURER: The words pro-
posed might be added without lessening
the amount available for agricultural
and horticultural societies.

Mr. YELVERTON: Would the
Treasurer promise that funds would be
provided without adding the words?

Mr. HOPKINS: It was only in two
large districts, Kalgoorlie and Boulder,
that there were traders’ galas, while
there were numerous agricultural shows,

Mr. J. GARDINER: This wmoney
should be distributed with care. South
Australian experience had shown him
there was too much tendency to hold
little shows at numerous small centres,
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The same prize exhibits were found at
different shows, instead of local stock
only, consequently the societies interested
had a constant struggle to keep out of
debl. Small shows should be amal-
gamated.

Mr. TEESDALE SMITH supported
the last speaker regarding the concen-
tration of shows, and opposed the
amendment. To reduce the amount
available by one half would be practically
giving the other societies no *“show”
whatever. Leave the £1,200 intact, and
deal with traders’ galas in next year’s
Estimates.

Mz, HOPKINS: If all agricultural
shows were concentrated in a Royal show
at Guildford, Mr. James Morrison would
take all the prizes, and the encourage.
ment to the small farmer would be
mfinitesimal.

Tug TrREASURER: Once more: the
agricultural societies would not suffer if
the words were added.

Mx. GEORGE: The proposed amend-
ment could be a separate item.

Tre Treasurer: Not now.

Mr. GEURGE: Yes; the Treasure
could put a new itemm on the Supple-
mentary Bstimates. No doubt £500
would satisfy the member for Boulder.

Mer. HOPKINS: The sum of £500
was not required. Boulder only wished to
be treated as other places were.

Awendment put and passed.

M. DAGLISH: Provision might be
made for an amount for a firemen's
demonstration to assist the volunteer
firemen of the State. There were a
number of volunteer fire brigades which
protected Government property, among
other things, without fee or reward.

Tre CEaiRMAR: That would not come
under * Literary and Scientific.”

Me. DAGLISH : The matter could be
brought up later, under “ Miscellaneous.”

Ttem—Perth Museum and Art Gallery,
£3,800:

Dr. (CONNOR: This amount for
the Perth Museum and Art Gallery was
rather much, and he moved that the sum
be reduced by £800.

Tae TREASURER: The request of
this body was for £5,000, and it was
represented that the whole of the money
would he required; but as he (the
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Treasurer) had to make both ends meet, |

Zoological.

the sum was cut down to the actual
expenditure of last year.
Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Item—Zoological Gardens, £8,900:

Mr. R. HASTIE: Did any of this
money go towards the various “ sprees”
which took place at this institution P

Tae TREASURER: It did not.

M=z, HASTIE: Under what item did
that expenditure come ?

Tae TREASURER: Under * Mis-
cellaneous.”
Mr. W. J. GEORGE: Were the

salaries of the officiuls of the Zoological
Gardens paid out of this £3,9007

THe TrREASURER: Yes.

Me. GEORGE : Had Parliament any
control over this expenditure? Parlia-
ment had a right to say what salaries
should be paid, but in the way the
item was set out there was absolutely
no control over it, zud there was nothing
to prevent the salaries being increased
to whatever amount the board desired.

Tae TREASURER: The remarks of
the hon. member applied to all items of
this description. The Zoological Gsrdens
were managed by a board, and the pablic
paid certain admission fees. The amount
of money available to the board was
expended on the gardeus as a whole. If
members visited the gardens they would
see that a good deal of money was
expended and that a good deal of excellent
work was done. To interfere with this
itemn would be tuntamount io woving a
vote of want-of-confidence in the board.
Probably the board would resign, and
another board would have to be appointed.
In regard to the Perth Park, moneys
were voted in a lump sum, and the board
had to be irusted. These boards had
leen successful so far, but Parliament
hud no control ¢ver the individual salaries
paid. Parliament must trust the boards,
and if we lost confidence in one board
another board would have to be
appointed. It bad not been deemed desir-
able here or in any other State to burden
the Estimates with the individual salaries
of all small departwents like this. Par-
liament did not manayge or control these
departments, but trusted to the honour,
integrity, and ability of the boards, and
these boards had been fairly successful
in the expenditure of the money so far.
The request of the board of the Zoological
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QGardens was for a much larger sum, but
for the same reason that he bad aiready
given, he had to cut down the amount to
the actual expenditure of last year.

M=. GEORGE : Surely members could
ask about items of this sort without
reflecting on the capacity of the members
of any board. We, as trustees of the
public purse, bad a right to see that
the expenditure was being properly
curried out. Reports from these boards
were laid on the table, and of course
an adverse wmotion could be tabled,
but members did not like doing that
because there were personal friends
of members on the boards, and these
gentlemen were respected most highly;
but in the conduct of business these
gentlemen might not meet with the
approval of members. The salaries paid
should come under the purview of Parlia-
ment, and because members wished to
know what salaries were paid, they were
not reflecting on the honour of the mem-
bers of the bhoard. In regard to the
‘Waterworks Board, Parliament did know
what was paid ; therefore we should know
what salaries were paid by other boards.

Tar PREMIER: There was great
force in what the bon. member said ; but
in the schedule to the report would be
found details of the way in which the
money was expended. These votes were
rather in the nature of grants.in-aid, and
did not represent the total cost of the
up-keep of the Zoological Gardens. Some
money was spent in the purchase of
animals, but the largest bill was that for
food. The board had uuder their control
the gate money which was received, and
he was glad to say that the takings
amounted to a very considerable sum.

Me. F. Connor: The gardens should
be self-supporting now,

Tee PREMIER: That would be s
desirable thing, but it would be a long
time before the gardens were self-sup-
porting. It was astonishing how popular
the gardens bad become, and how great
the attendance was on holidays. It was
a great resort for children and holiday
makers. Something like 3,000 to 5,000
people vigited the Zoo on Boxing
Day. There was nothing unreasonable
in the request of wmembers that details
of the expenditure should be placed
before Parliament; and & recommendation
might be wade to the board for the
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details, also for an aecount of what the
receipts were. He fancied that all these
details could be fouid in the report of
the manager, who was always crying out
for more money, as he could not do all
he desired with the amount at his dis-
posal. These gardens had been prae-
tically built in the bush, the site was
pure bush three years ago, and conse-
quently a good deal of expenditure, so
to speak, had been on capital account.
He knew that hon. members were aware
of the difficulties which existed, and he
was in ne way protesting against the
views expressed. The Committee were
certainly eutitled to know every detail of
expenditure when Parliament was called
on to vote the money. This wmatter
wonld be brought prominently before the
board, in order that regard might be paid
to the wishes of the Comnittee.

Mr. J. M. HOPEINS: The attitude
of the Government with regard to the
Acclimatisation Board should be the same
ag that adopted in regurd to munici-
palities. The accounts of the munici-
pulities were andited by the Government
and published in the Government Gazette.
The same rule, applied here, would meet
the case admirably.

Tre Premizr: The accounts of the
board were audited.

Mr. HOPKINS : They were not pub-
lished, though.

TaE PrEMieEr: They were being
printed now, and would be published.

Mr. HOPEINS: They should be pub-
lished in the Gowernment Gazelle every

ear.

Mr. F. CONNOR : In connection with
ithis item, there was the danger that if
was in the power of certain persons to
buy animals all over the world. There-
fore it might be a wise thing to limi{
the expenditure on purchases. He had
no desire to reflect on the management
of the Zoological (Fardens, but he thought
that Parliament should have more control
over the funds. The gardens would be
self-supporting but for the expensive
purchases made.

Tee PreEmier: Still, a_good deal of
money was being spent mm permanent
improvements.

Me. CONNOR: Quite s0; but the
Premier would admit there should be
some limit to the amount expended in Lhe
purchase of wild animals,
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Mz. M. H. JACOBY : Hon. members
appeared to be forgetting that the society
carried out very important work in ac-
climatisation. A good deal of money was
spent in the successful acclimatisation of
birds and fishes. He would suggest that
the balance-sheet should, in future, be
attached to the report of the board.

THe TREASURER: A manuscript
balance - sheet, passed by the Auditor
General’s Department, was attached to
the report.

Me. R. HASTIE: A farther matter
which the Premier might bring to the
attention of the board was the advisa-
bility of their ceasing to expend con-
siderable amounts of money in entertain-
ments for the benefit of a select few,
From the composition of the board it was
only necessary to draw attention to the
matter.

Ttem—Grant for Acclimatisation of
Fish, Birds, and Animals, £250 :

Mr. F. CONNOR: As a result of the
operations of the Zoological Gardens
aunthorities, the Kimberley districts were
being denuded of birds. Ten thousand
birds were recently brought down by
steamer. The Government should frame
regulations for the protection of these
beautiful creatures, which formed one of
the few delights of the people in the far
North, As a result of proceedings
gimilar to those now complained of,
Queensland had been dennded of bird
Life. Various settlers in the Kimberley
districts had asked that this matter
might be brought under the notice of
Parliament.

Tas PREMIER: The danger could
be met by protecting birds under the
Game Act, or prohibiting theirdestruction.

Mz. T. HAYWARD : The amount of
thiz item was too small: it should be
£500. Money would be well spent in
introducing fish inte our rivers. Fish
was scarce and dear in Western Austrabia,
which bad rivers capable of producing
hundreds of tons. Moreover, the stocking
of rivers with fish would afford sport to
the people, and thus prevent numbers
from leaving' this State in search of
recreation.

Tae TREASURER: The hon. member
had discovered a weak spot in the Esti-
mates. The deficiency would be remedied
next year.

[ASSEMBLY]

Pensions.

( Mz R. HASTIE: During the two
| previous years an item of £250 for a
! museum i Coolgardie had appeared on
| the Estimates. Why had this amount
disappeared.
| Me. Hoprrins: The museum was only
l one for experts, and the experts had left
Coolgardie.
Tezx TREASURER: That awmount
had disappeared from the Estimates, how
or why be did not know.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Pensions, £6,661 25, 2d:

Mr. W, J. GEORGE: Without pre-
guming to think that a protest would
make any differenee, he would restate
the objections to pensinns to which he
had given expression on previous occa-
sions. The titne would come, it was to
be hoped, when the State could afford to
pay people a fair remuneration for their
work and relegate penzions into the
background altogether. The prospect of
a pension was often urged as a reason for
paying & man less than he was really
worth. Thia wus a highly objectionahle
practice. If a man lived long enough he
got his pension, of course; but if he
happened to die after eight or ten years'
service the Government derived an
unfair advantage. The pension system
in the old country had caused and was
causing a lot of trouble; and we ought
to benefit by instead of repeating the
mistakes of the past. We should be in
the position to consider the question of
dispensing with a man’s services without
reference to whether, in view of his
pension, it would pay us to get rid of
him. Pensions, moreover, were demoral-
ising, inasmuch as they led public
servants to live right up to their means
in the enjovment of a fictitious pro-
sperity.

Me. R. HASTIE: It was impossible
to go into the items of this vote, but one
would like to know what new items, if
any, appeared as compared with previous
years. Had the pension list been
increased, and, if so, in what respecis ?

Mz. G. TAYLOR : From the Pensions
Vote and the Emoluments Return it
appeared that the saume person was draw-
| ing a pension of £170 as “late Assistant
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Engineer-in-Chief ” and a salary of £300
per aonum as * architect.”

Orrosttron MenmsEr: No; they were
different men,

Me. TAYLOR: The names and the
initials were the same. The officer in
question appeared to be drawing a
pension of £170 and also a salary of
£300. Perhaps the Premier or the
Treasurer would inform the Committee
whether a civil servant who, having
become eligible to draw his pension,
resigned but subsequently re-entered
the service and drew a salary, was com-
petent to continue to draw a pension.
Surely this was against ihe intention of
the Pensions Act. If the officer referred
to was able to re.enter the service at a
salary of £300, he ought not to continue
to draw a pension. The officer in ques-
tion was quite unknown to him.

Tae PREMIER: The amount must
necessarily appear in the pension list.
The officer would draw the pension but
not his full salary. Which page did the
hon. member refer to ?

Mr. TAYLOR: See item 56 on page
45 of the Fstimates, also page 35 in the
Emoluments Return. All the figures and
everybthing else tallied. He did not
know if the man tallied.

Tere PREMIER: It would not neces-
garily follow from this return that the
officer was drawing both. As architect,
or whatever he was, he would draw £300
a year, less the amount of his pension.

Mr. Tavror : Why was £470 down ?

Tre PREMIER: That was a mistake,
he thought.

M=r. Tavror: It was well to draw
attention to mistakes.

Tee PREMIER: Quite right. The
Government would make inquiry into the
matter, which would come up again in the
estimates for the Works Department.

Mr. TEESDALE SMITH:The opinion
expressed by the member for the Murray
{Mr. George) was one against which he
desired to enter his protest. If a man
served the State faithfully and well at a
moderate salary, it was only right for the
State to make provision for him, and the
State was not a2 penny out of pocket by
doing so in this way. The member for
the Murray urged, as a better plan, that
officers should have higher salaries. The
chances were that, if they got their
salaries increased by one Government,
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another Government would come in and
reduce the salaries. He would be sorry
to see the pension list abolished, provided
it was safeguurded to a certain extent.

Mz. GEORGE: The position of every
salary on the Estimates to-day was that
whatever amount it might be to-day,
another Goverament could come in and
drop it, pension or not. He believed
the amount of pension was based on
the salary at the time the officer
retired. If an office was worth £500
a year, we had no right to employ a wan
at £450 and say, *“ We know your office
iz worth £500, but we give you £450
because if you lLehave yourself and do
oot die you will get a penston.”

Me. TeeEspaLE SMITH: A pension
wasg an incentive.

Mr. GEORGE : There was no incen-
tive about it. All a man had to do was
to behave himself and be decent, and then
he could not be shifted. A pension was
simply a means of getting a man to work
for less; and if a man died before he was
entitled to get a pension, he would really
have been robbed of his emolument each
year.

Mr. J. M. HOPKINS: Whilst not
having much sympathy with the pension
list as it existed at present, he thought
it proper that some deduction, suy one
per cent. or two per cent., should be made
from the salaries of civil servants, and
that the fund thus obtained should be
subsidised by the Government, so that
when the time came for the men to retire
they would be able to draw something in
the shape of a peusion or retiring
allowance. In South Awustralia the
Government paid their police, in addition
tg their increments, an advance of 1d. a
day per annum for everv year they were
in the service, so that at the end of 12
years each man would get, an increase of
ls. a day. This pension list seemed
growing. The fact that this young
country was paving £6,661 for pensions
would, he thought, necessitate some
action to put the matter on a reasonable
basis. For that reason he would like to
have an assurance from the Government
that they would give the question of
pensions some consideration. Also he
would like to know what would happen
if we struck these pensions out.

MemsER: We could not.
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Me. HOPKINS : Presumably if it was
in the power of Parliament to grant
pensions, it was in the power of Parlia-
ment to abolish them.

Me. H. DAGLISH: There was not
much to be gained by discussing what
we could do with the pension list at
yresent, as naturally we were legally
vound to pay, or we must repudiate our
engagements. At the same time, he
would urge on the G(Government the
desirability of amending the Superannn-
ation Act, and if the member for the
Murray (Mr. George) would bring forward
a motion against pensions he would be
very happy to support it, because whilst
he did not agree altogether with the hoo.
member’s utterances, he agreed wich the
purport of those ntterances that pensions
should be abolished. If there was to be
a pension scheme established by Govern-
ment on the lines suggested by the
member for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins), it
should apply not ouly to the public
service but to the whole of the community,
He would like to see & compulsory State
assurance scheme of a general character.
In vegard to this particular pension
scheme he wished to call attention to its
unfairness as it at present stood. If a
man was paid by the week or fortnight
he was not regarded under the Public
Service Act as a permanent employee of
the State, and he might therefore have
served for 40 years without being entitled
to a pension or any compensation, whereas
if paid by the month or year he was, as
soon as he was on the fixed salary list,
entitled to qualify for a pension. In the
State service, one class, the lowly paid
particularly, was barred from pensions :
all others on a better footing were enlitled.

Vote put and passed.

Refunds, £1,000—agreed to:

Muscellaneous Services, £126,127 15s.
3d.:

Me. H. DAGLISH asked if the
Premier could see his way to make a
grant of say £200 or £250 towards the
volunteer fire brigades’ demonstration.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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provide the cost of the railway journeys
to the place where these demonsirations
might be held.

Tue PREMIER : Personally, he would
be glad to render the required assistance,
for which he had recently been asked
by representatives of country volunteer
brigades, who desired to have annunal
demonstrations for practice. Such meet.
ings might fairly be encouraged, say by
the issuing of free railway passes.

Me. DAGLISH: The late Covunis-
sioner of Railways (Hon. J. J. Holmes)
was unwilling te grant free passes, con-
tending that these should not be charged
to his department, and suggesting a vote
from the Treasury. As public buildings
were protected by volunteer brigades, the
cost of the passes might be horne by the
‘Works Departinent.

Tre TREASURER: This was a mat-
ter of detail only. A distinet promise bad
been made of free passes to a working
company of each brigade in the State—
gay 12 men, though eight might suffice—
desiring to attend the annual competition.

Hor. F. H. PIESSE: The Committee
should pause before agresing to issue free
passes. To these he had previously
objected ; because, once free passes were
granted to fire brigades, where would their
1ssue end ?  He would not oppose a vote ;
bat free passes had been refused to other
bodies, and should not be granted at the
caprice of a Minister, but solely by
Parliament.

Tae TREASURER: It would Dbe
difficult for Parliament to vote the exact
sum requisite, as it was not knowo how
many brigades would compete, nor where
the annual competitions would take place.

. It was desirable 1o encourage a suflicient

This demonstration was of great service .

to firemen in the direction of making
them efficient.
volunteer firemen, who gave up their
time to the benefit of the different com-
wunities in which theylived. The object
of the money esked for was really to

He referred only to the -

number from every brigade in the State
to come to the annual competitions,
though too many must not be withdrawn
from any district. Every brigade should
be restricted to a maximum of 12 passes.

Me. A. E. THOMAS: Many of the
items already passed in this and pre-
vious votes represented luxuries. Dur-
ing the present and last summer there had
been formed in leading goldfields centres
what were termed “fresh air” funds,
or rather “ change of air” funds. The

. funds were established by public sub-

scription to send sick childrer, whom

" doctors considered ought to be sent away,

to the coast for change of air for two or
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three weeks. Up to the present some
hundreds of children had been sent to
Bunbury, and bad derived immense
benefit from their sojourn there. The
(tovernment might o something to help
these funds in some way by putting an
extra car on the railway train runuing to
the coast, which would involve a very
few shillings extra cost, instead of
charging the funds with the full fare for
carrying the children by frain. If the
children were not sent down to the coast
for change of air they would perhaps
have to be buried in the district. The
Government might easily charge a
nominal amount to carry the children to
the coast, if not carry them free alto.
gether. .

M=. J. M. HOPKINS : These {fresh
air” funds were established by subscrip-
tion, and a large number of children of
poor parents, whose only opportunity of
regaining health and strength was to
come to the coast for change of air, had
been sent away for change. The people
on the goldfieids had subscribed liberally
up 1o the present, but not a sixpence had
been received from the (overnmnent,
although the Government had given
facilities for the carriage of the children
when it was kunown that the children
were to be sent down; but there had
been no decrease in the railway fares.
No member of the committes would take
exception to a grant of £250, to be
expended on the basis of £ for £ to the
amount subscribed. This was a matter
which would commend itself to the
Government, to Parliament, and to the
people of the country. The reformatory
al, Bottuest was now idle, and this estab.
lishment might be offered to this fund as
a residence for childven when at the coast
for change of air. Then there was an
old Gevernmert hospital at Bunbury
which the Government might put in
repair and allow to be used for the same
purpose. He hoped that some provision
would be made on the Supplementary
Estimates in aid of the *“ fresh air” fund.

Tae TREASURER: This was some-
what a new idea. He bad first heard of
it only a few weeks ago on the opening
of the Ministering Children's League.
Personally he could express the sympathy
of the Government with a movement of
this kind, He did pot think any money
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than by helping these funds to bring
poor children from the goldfields districts
to the coast. The Government might
make some provision without interfering
with the Estimates, and something sub-
stantial might be placed on the Estimates
next year.

Mg, A. E. THOMAS: Commitiees
were established in Boulder, Kalgoorlie,
and Coolgardie, and it cost about £3 to
send each child down to the coast for
change of air, of which sum the Govern-
ment received about 30s.

Tee TREASURER: This question
might be submitted to the Minister for
Railways to see what would be the cost
of carriage to the Railway Depart-
ment, as the Governmwent did not desire
to make any profit on this transaction.
If members would leave it to the Govern-
ment, we would discuss the matter with
the Minister for Railways to see what
could be done for this very werthy object,
either in giving a cheaper trainage or by
a direct vote on the basis of £ for £
subscribed : perhaps the latter would be
the better plan. The Government had
every sympathy in a movement of this
kind and would assist to the best of their
ability.

Me. PIGOTT: When the Government
were considering this matter, they might
remember there were children in other
places outside the goldfields to whom
assistance could be given.

Item—Destruction of Wild Dogs,
£11,000:

Mz, HOPKINS moved, as an amend-
ment, that the words “and kangaroos”
be added. The report of the select
committee on food supply, which was on
the table of the House, contained the
evidence of Mr, Joseph Blyth, who
described himself as a butcher residing
at Bunbury, and that witness stated that
the country was overrun by kangaroos in
the Kimberley district. The kangaroos
were to be found in hundreds at present
near Derby, and were reducing the
carrying capacity of the East Kimberley
district to a great extent. If the words
proposed were added to the item, the
Government could grant a bonus for the
destruction of kangaroos.

Tar TREASURER: The amendment

of the State could be better expended | raised an important question. The hour
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being late, he moved that progress he
reported.

Progress reported, and leave given to
git again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at two minutes
past 11 o'clack, until the next day.

Xegislntive Assembly,
Thureday, 16th January, 1902

Petition: Camels I[mportation—Popers presented—
nestion : Habbit Invasion, particulars—Question :
ways to State Forests—>Motion ;: Government
Business, Precedenco—Annna) Estimates, resuuned
in Committee of Supply; Treasnry Votes, Migcel-
laneous Services to end ; Colonisl Secretary, Votes

to page 68; progress—Adjournment,

Tre SPEAKER took the Chairat4-30
o’clock, p.m.

PravYERS.

PETITION--CAMELS IMPORTATION.

Mr. T. F. QUINLAN presented a
petition fromn Faiz Mahomet, praying
the House to inquire into the prohibition
of the importation of certain camels into
this State.

Petition received, read, and ordered to
be printed.

Tae Sreaker pointed out that the
petition ought properly to have been
presented before Notices of Motion were
given.

Mz. QuivrLan explained that he got
up half a dozen times, but so many
members rose in succession that he lost
the opportunity.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By Tur TRessuRER: Return showing
Expenses in connection with the Royal
Visit, on motion by Mr. Harper.

By Tae Prexrer: Report of Registrar
of Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks, for
1901.

Ordered to lie on the table.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Government Business.

QUESTION—RABBIT INVASION, PAR-
TICULARS.

Mer. A. E. THOMAS asked the
Premier: Whether it is a fact that
rabbits have been found west of the pro-
posed line of fence which is now being
constructed.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake)
replied: Rabbits are reported to have
been seen near Nannine, which 18 some
70 miles to the westward of the proposed
route of the rabbit fence, but this report
has not yet been confirmed by an ofticer
of the Rabbit Department.

QUESTION—TRAMWAYS TO STATE
FORESTS.

Mr. HASTIE asked the Premier:
When he will Jay on the table the regula-
tions for the construction of tramways
from the railway into the State forests.

Tar PREMIER replied: No regula-
tions have yet been created, but the
matter 18 receiving the attention of the
Government, and is now before the
Crown Law Office.

MOTION—-GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

Debate resumed from the previous day,
on the motion proposed by the Premier,
“ That after this day, Government Dbusi-
ness take precedence of all other business
during the remainder of the session.”

Tee TREASURER (Hon. F. Illing-
worth) : To this motion he bad an
amendment, to which hon. members
would probably agree. He moved :

That all words after “ that” be struck out,
and the following inserted in liew: *for
the purpose of expediting business, the House
shall sit on Mondays at 430 p.m.”

Mr. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco): In.
stead of sitting on an extra day, the
House should meet earlier on the present
gitting days. That would better suit the
country members. To meet two hours
earlier than hitherto would be resson-
able.

Mz. G. TavLoR:
also.

Me. DAGLISH: First try his sug-
gestion, and if it were found insufficient,
have an extra day. The plan of meeting
at 230 p.m. had been adopted in other
States, and he would subsequently move
an amendment with that object.

Sit o an extra day



